WASCO COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

THURSDAY, October 18, 2012
MAUPIN COMMUNITY CENTER
206 Bakeoven Road, Maupin, OR
ATTENDANCE:
COMMISSION MEMBERS: Chair Joan Silver, Carina Schmidt, Dan Durow, Dan Spatz, Frank Kay, Donella Polehn, Andrea Klaas and Fred Justesen
GUESTS: Annette Liebe, Susanna Julber and Denny Ross
EDC STAFF: Jessica Metta 
CALL TO ORDER: Chair Joan Silver called the meeting to order at 10:07 am. 
APPROVAL OF JULY 19, 2012 MINUTES: Frank Kay moved to accept the July 19, 2012 minutes as presented. Donella Polehn seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

COUNTY WETLANDS UPDATE AND COPPER ISSUES: Annette Liebe presented information about the copper issue affecting permitting of the proposed Walmart in The Dalles. She gave a little background regarding juvenile salmon affected by low levels of dissolved copper in the waterways. The National Marine Fisheries Service reviewed the plan and wanted to require restriction of total copper deposits as well as testing requirements that would make it difficult to meet standards. Annette is seeking clarification and changes to composite sampling and sampling point. The copper is from brake pads which Washington now outlaws; it will probably expand to other states with salmon species.  There is concern that copper levels are greater than five micrograms per liter in Chenoweth Creek, which the DEQ is currently testing. Annette will be kept updated on all results.
Annette also gave an update on the County wetlands issue. The Regional Solutions Team (RST) is bringing a regional approach to wetlands mitigation.  They are seeking to pre-establish mitigation in a designated area and identify portions that can be developed. The focus is on the Port of The Dalles and the team will reach out for federal funding to help with the process. Mitigation in Washington is different since there is the possibility of different wetlands and the team does not want to hinder projects in process such as the Columbia Gorge Airport. The RST wants to make site visits to see what options exist before bringing the issue to federal attention. Andrea Klaas added that Annette and the RST is working very well to bring groups together to solve issues at hand.
THE DALLES COMMUNITY OUTREACH TEAM D.C. VISIT UPDATE:  Dan Spatz gave an update on the Readiness Center. The College received the final green light for the Workforce Innovation Center to use the Readiness Center as match. This means that the Workforce Innovation Center is a single facility with approximately 70,000 square feet.  The College is reviewing the potential of reworking the Renewable Energy Training (RET) program to also serve the high tech industry in the Gorge. Dan also provided a review of the USDA Stronger Economies Together program outcomes which include bi-state legislative forums, housing, communication infrastructure, and basic skills readiness. CGCC is working with Insitu to solve high tech industry needs for education. The outreach team attended a debriefing while in D.C. about recapturing America’s advantage in advanced manufacturing and also met with USDA staff. In response to those meeting, the outreach team submitted a letter to staff for the Secretary of Ag requesting designation of a Columbia Gorge Regional Center for Innovation. Following the submission of that concept, the team also learned about a request for information released to discuss opportunities to establish a National Network of Manufacturing Institutes. Responses to the RFI are due on October 25, 2012 and the Port of The Dalles, Insitu, MCEDD and CGCC are submitting a response.

STAFF REPORT: Jessica gave her staff report to the board. The board discussed an issue at Pine Hollow and strategies to raise funds.
Regional UPDATES: 
Joan Silver is pursuing various options to fund the Wasco County revolving loan fund concept. She has been seeking non traditional granting sources, which are harder to find. At the November WCEDC meeting, the applications for vacant positions on the WCEDC should be available to present to the WCEDC Commissioners. 
Dan Durow gave an update on the Granada Block development funding and agreements being pulled together. They are starting a review of environmental and cultural issues for the recreation building demolition. The final space will have 150 rooms and banquet space for up to 500 people. The Fairfield Inn/Marriot site plan was approved this week and construction might start late winter or spring with 85 rooms.
Dan Spatz stated that there will be 10,000 square feet of conference space at the Readiness Center and they are already talking to potential organizations for hosting conferences and events.
Andrea Klaas stated that the Port is starting their Strategic Plan Update to look at the Port’s impact more regionally in the economy. The Port property houses business with employment figures that equal to about 1,000 FTE, about $40 million annual payroll and $500 million in land improvement investments.
Donella Polehn stated that there were lots of new varieties of cherries which extended the cherry harvest this year. Overall the market for fresh cherries was favorable in the beginning, but as the season went on, sales were not high enough to cover expenses. 

Carina noted that the dock looks to be a positive investment. She noted a concern with a transient population in the new park. She also noted that Columbia Banking System just bought West Coast Bancorps and has money to lend, as does Centerpointe Bank, which is good news.

Fred Justesen stated that the Farm Bill will probably not pass until after election. Wind energy development has slowed down in the County. He reported that some in the west end of Sherman County have dropped leases, but a project in south Wasco County is still moving forward as is the Cascade Crossing line project. For field crops, there were good planting conditions this fall. Fred also noted that the “What The Festival” will not be on his property this coming year but will be somewhere in south Wasco County.

MAUPIN INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION: Denny Ross presented Maupin’s plan for a boardwalk from the park to under the bridge and up to the heights. Denny encouraged everyone to stop and check out the Maupin Market. The City is seeking grants from Ford Family Foundation, Collins and Meyer Memorial Trust to support the library. Lynn Craig and Mark Seder are looking at different locations for the library, with one option to just do an addition to the existing building. The City submitted a grant for a sidewalk on south side of river but it was not approved.
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM
NEXT MEETING: October 18, 2012
Minutes taken by Jessica Metta, typed and submitted by Anna Tompkins, EDC Staff
