
CHAPTER 3  BASIC PROVISIONS

SECTION 3.010  Introduction

In order to achieve the purposes outlined in Chapter 1 of this Ordinance and to assure that 
the development and use of land in the National Scenic Area portion of Wasco County 
conforms to the Comprehensive Plan and Management Plan for the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area, zoning classifications have been established for all unincorporated 
lands in the National Scenic Area portion of Wasco County.  These classifications specify 
regulations for the use of land and property development standards, and are applied by 
boundaries indicated on the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Zoning maps for 
Wasco County.

SECTION 3.020  Compliance Required

A legal parcel may be used and a legal structure or part of a legal structure may be 
constructed, moved, occupied, or used only as this Ordinance permits.  

New cultivation and some re-cultivation are subject to Chapter 14 - Scenic Area Review.  
The Gorge Commission, Forest Service and County will work together to establish a farm 
stewardship program enabling the County's Technical Advisory Committee, the Soil 
Conservation Service, Cherry Grower's Association and other affected groups to help 
educate Wasco County National Scenic Area residents about compliance requirements 
and preferable farming practices.

SECTION 3.030  Location of Zones

The boundaries of each of the foregoing zones, the zoning classifications and use of each 
tract in each of said zoning districts are hereby prescribed to coincide with the identifying 
zone classification.

SECTION 3.040  Zoning Maps

A Zoning Map or Zoning Amendment shall:

A. Be prepared by authority of the Planning Commission or be a modification by the 
County Court of a map amendment so prepared;

B. Be adopted by order of the County Court thereon;

C. Be dated with the effective date of such action; and



D. Be reviewed by the Columbia River Gorge Commission and Forest Service and 
approved if appropriate; and

E. Be filed and maintained without change in the Office of the County Clerk as long as this 
Ordinance remains in effect.

SECTION 3.050  Boundaries of Zones

Boundaries of plan designations are established by the Gorge Commission and Forest 
Service in accordance with the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Management 
Plan and Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act (Public Law 99-663).  These 
boundary lines have been transposed onto Wasco County tax lot maps for use in 
implementing this ordinance.

Original Scenic Area Maps and Land Use Designation maps are on file at the offices of the 
USDA Forest Service, National Scenic Area Office, Hood River Oregon and the Gorge 
Commission Office, White Salmon, Washington.  

A. When it is necessary to pinpoint the location of a boundary line on the ground an 
applicant shall consult with the Gorge Commission and Forest Service regarding the 
specific location of the boundary.

B. Where a discrepancy exists, the applicant shall work with the Gorge Commission and 
Forest Service staff to resolve the discrepancy.

SECTION 3.060  Classification of Zones

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following zones are hereby established:

ZONE
Large Scale Agriculture A-1
Small Scale Agriculture A-2
Industrial Forest F-1
Small Woodland-Forest F-3
Rural Residential RR
Commercial C
Public Recreation PR
Commercial Recreation CR
Open Space OS
Agriculture Special A-S

OVERLAY ZONES

Environmental Protection District - EPD



Division 1 Flood hazard overlay
Division 2 Geologic hazard overlay




