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WASCO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
June 2, 2015 

Meeting begins at 3:00 p.m. 
Columbia Gorge Discovery Center 

Lower Level Classroom 
5000 Discovery Drive 
The Dalles, OR  97058 

 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

WASCO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSIONERS PRESENT 
Vicki Ashley 
Russ Hargrave 
Kenneth McBain 
Taner Elliott 
Mike Davis 
Jeff Handley 

 
WASCO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 

Andrew Myers 
Brad DeHart 
 

WASCO COUNTY PLANNING OFFICE STAFF PRESENT 
Angie Brewer, Planning Director 
Brenda Jenkins, Planning Coordinator 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT: Maximum 15 minutes, limited to items not being heard or discussed elsewhere on the 
agenda. 

 
None 

 

III. PLANNING COMMISSION WORKSESSION: 

 Overview of recent presentation to the Board of County Commissioners 
 

Director Brewer stated that the Board of Commissioners is unanimously supportive of the 
Planning Commissions efforts.  She further explained that the Planning Department received 
support to hire additional staff to help with the long range projects.  
Chair Hargrave stated that the Planning Commission recommended the process and addressed 
why the PC was recommending the process. They expressed the need for a community involved 
process, efficiency, and need a better plan.   
 

 Summary of staff coordination with DLCD staff 
Director Brewer stated that she spoke with Scott Edelman of Department of Land Conservation 
and Development (DLCD) and outlined the process and discussed the help from DLCD.   
Edelman will be bringing staff from DLCD and present to the PC to introduce and outline how 
they can help us. She further stated that she believed DLCD will be as involved with the process 
as we want them to be.   
 
Chair Hargrave asked the Commission “What will success look like?  How will we know when we 
succeed”. 
Response to his question included: 
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 Better alignment with federal needs 
 Looking at and loosing specific zones 
 Establish a bare minimum such as cleaning up the LUDO. 
 Mike-looking at Why we are updating.  

 
White board exercise to begin list of research items 

 Questions to explore for work session: 
o Community outreach needs 
o Issues that have come up repeatedly as “problematic” 
o Perceived Priorities 
o New uses and trends not reflected in current code (e.g. breweries, distilleries, air bed and 

breakfasts, etc 
GOALS 
Landuse regulations readily understandable by community, enabling self-service 
Aligning with state regulations looking at where we are more restrictive 
Enable economic development – jobs, business, process & regulations 
Balancing resource protection with other goals -air water mining forestry agriculture, cultural,  
Better tool for staff 
Encourage livability – access to good school, food resources, jobs, housing affordability, healthcare 
 
 
 
PERCEIVED PRIORITIES 
Infrastructure (e.g. road maintenance,) keeping pace with development  
F2 land not suitable for growing trees (broaden use) 
More non-motorized trails for recreation 
Broaden use of EFU land 
Update flood zone maps 
Big game restriction-driveway length restriction 
Results of comparison with state regulations 
Air Bed and Breakfast, Natural resource tourism 
LUDO not aligned with itself or with comp plan 
Marijuana 
Regulations are not readable 
Outdoor concerts 
Staff workload 
Availability of residential real estate 
Water availability  
Fire standards too complicated to easily apply 
 
Tasks for next meeting:  
 

 Do analysis of where we are more restrictive that state (Director Brewer suggested this to be step 1) 
 Director Brewer will review state planning goals. 
 Press release, postings, webposts, deliberate outreach to community 
 Need to discuss “outreach” 

Initial outreach attempt to define needs 
Look at issues from the front counter 
Talk to Planning Commission  
Talk to Board of Commissioners 
Spot check the community  
External input  

Commissioner Davis discussed the South County Alliance and the ability to enlist their assistance 
on the gathering of the ‘needs’. 
Director Brewer clarified that Vice Chair Ashley was saying that the Commission need to do a better 
job of letting the community know where we are NOW, possibly talk to the Chronicle for a story on 
“Where we are now”.  
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IV. OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

 

V. PLANNING DIRECTOR COMMENTS: 
Director Brewer gave the Commission an overview on the following topics 
 
Marijuana Legalization – She explained that the Association of Oregon Planning Directors (AOCPD) have 
been meeting monthly and addressing the marijuana issues, however nothing is final as yet.    

 Medical Marijuana – this is complicated because of the need to ‘fix’ the old system into the new 
system. 

 Recreational Marijuana – It seems almost certain that the growing will be considered a commercial 
farm use.  Therefore any zone that allows farming as an outright use would allow growing of 
marijuana.  However, Planning will likely have the ability to review the processing of the crop. 

 Possibly have farm stands for the sale of the crop 

  If a commercial crop we may hear from residential with impacts.  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ________________________________ 
Russell Hargrave, Chair    Angie Brewer, Planning Director 
Wasco County Planning Commission  Wasco County Planning & Development 

 


