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CHAPTER 1  INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS 
 
SECTION 1.005  Authority  
This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Oregon Revised Statutes Chapters 92, 
197, 203, and 215. 
 
SECTION 1.010  Title 
This Ordinance shall be known as the Wasco County Land Use and Development Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 1.020  Purpose 
The purposes of this Ordinance are: To promote public health, safety, convenience, and general 
welfare; to reduce congestion upon the streets and highways; to prevent excessive population 
density and the overcrowding of land; to provide for adequate air and light; to conserve natural 
resources and encourage the orderly growth of the County; to promote safety from fire and natural 
disaster; to assist in rendering adequate police and fire protection; to facilitate adequate and 
economic provision for public improvements, for recreation areas, and for public utilities and 
services; to conserve, stabilize, and protect property values; and to encourage the most 
appropriate use of land, all in accordance with the comprehensive plan for Wasco County. 
 
SECTION 1.030  Severability 
The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this 
Ordinance is adjudged to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, that decision shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Ordinance.  The Director, the Director's designee 
or other Approving Authority shall not approve a development or use of land that has been 
previously divided or otherwise developed in violation of this Ordinance, regardless of whether the 
applicant created the violation, unless the violation can be rectified as part of the development 
proposal. 
 
SECTION 1.040  Repeal 
The following ordinances, together with all amendments thereto are hereby repealed: 
 

 "Wasco County Zoning Ordinance", adopted February 3, 1982. 

 "Wasco County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance", adopted February 3, 
1982. 

 "Wasco County Mobile Home and Recreational Vehicle Park Ordinance". 
 
SECTION 1.050  Effective Date 
This Ordinance shall become effective when filed with the Wasco County Clerk.  Amendments 
hereto, unless otherwise specified, shall become effective when filed with the County Clerk. 
 
SECTION 1.060  Interpretation and Scope 
Interpretation: The provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally construed to effect the purpose.  
These provisions are declared to be the minimum requirements to fulfill objectives.  When 
conditions herein imposed are less restrictive than comparative provisions imposed by any other 
provision of this Ordinance by resolution of State Law or State Administration regulations, then the 
more restrictive shall govern. 
 
Scope: This Ordinance is enacted to regulate and restrict the location and use of buildings, 
structures, and land for residence, trade, industry, and other land use activities; to regulate and limit 
the height, number of stories, and size of buildings and other structures hereafter erected or 
altered; to regulate and limit the density of population and to divide Wasco County into districts or 
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zones of such number, shape and area as may be deemed best to carry out these regulations and 
to provide for the enforcement of these regulations. 
 
SECTION 1.070  Compliance Required 
No structure or premises in Wasco County shall hereafter be used or occupied and no part or 
structure or part thereof shall be erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, or altered 
contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 1.080  Editorial Revision 
Editorial revision will be in compliance with the following procedures.  The District Attorney may at 
any time direct such changes regarding currently maintained copies of this Ordinance and 
amendments as the Legislative Council is authorized to perform regarding acts of the Legislature, 
pursuant to Oregon Revised Statute 173.160, provided that such editorial revisions be directed by 
written memorandum filed with the County Clerk and with the Planning Department, but subject to 
disapproval by the Commission at next regular meeting thereafter.  Editorial revisions shall become 
effective, unless disapproved by the Commission, on the first regular meeting of the Commission 
after the directing memorandum is filed with the County Clerk. 
 
SECTION 1.090  Definitions 
For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain words and terms are defined as follows:  Words used in 
the present tense include the future; words in the singular number include the plural, and words in 
the plural include the singular; the word "Building" includes the word "Structure"; the word "Shall" is 
mandatory and not directory. 
 
AUM - Animal Unit Month - Unit of measure of dry forage to graze a 900 - 1000 pound cow and 
calf for thirty (30) days as prescribed by the NRCS Rangeland Specialist.   
  
Abandoned WECS - A WECS that does not generate energy during a period of twelve (12) 
consecutive months for reasons other than lack of wind, lack of demand for the electricity 
produced, repair, or modernization. 
 
Accepted Farming Practice -  A mode of operation common to farms and ranches of a similar 
nature necessary for the operation of such farms and ranches, with the intent to obtain a profit in 
money, and customarily utilized in conjunction with farm use. 
 
Access - A way or means of approach to provide pedestrian, bicycle, and/or motor vehicular 
entrances or exits to a property. Includes driveways and private accesses. 
 
Access easement - An easement recorded for the purpose of providing vehicle, bicycle, and/or 
pedestrian access from a public or private road to a parcel across intervening property under 
separate ownership from the parcel being provided access.  See Private Easement Road. 
 
Accessory Structure - A detached structure, its footprint being less than 3/4 of the primary 
structures footprint, the use of which is customarily incidental to that of the primary structure or the 
primary use of the land and which is located on the same lot-of-record with the primary structure or 
use.  Accessory structures shall not include agricultural exempt buildings.  (Revised 1/92, 5/93) 
 
Accessory Use - A use customarily incidental and subordinate to the primary uses and located on 
the same lot-of-record.  (Revised 1/92) 
 
Agricultural Land (Per OAR 660-33-020(1)(a) - Means lands classified by the US Natural 
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Resource Conservation Service as predominantly Class I-VI in Eastern Oregon; land in other soil 
classes that is suitable for farm use as defined in ORS 215.203 taking into consideration soil 
fertility; suitability for grazing; climatic conditions; existing and future availability of water for farm 
irrigation purposes; existing land use patterns; technological and energy inputs required; and 
accepted farming practices; land that is necessary to permit farm practices to be undertaken on 
adjacent or nearby agricultural lands; and land in capability classes other than I - VI that is 
adjacent to or intermingled with lands in capability classes I - VI within a farm unit shall be 
inventoried as agricultural lands even though this land may not be cropped or grazed.  Agricultural 
land does not include land within acknowledged urban growth boundaries or land within 
acknowledged exception areas for Goal 3 or 4.    
 
Agricultural Purposes - The predominant and gainful use of land for the following purposes:  the 
growing of hay, grain, seed, row crops, horticultural crops, livestock, poultry and produce. 
 
Agricultural Structure – In any zone a building or structure may be considered in conjunction with 
farm use, as defined in this Chapter or ORS 215.203 subject to the following:   
 

All buildings and structures 
 
a. The owner provides a farm management plan that is reviewed and approved by the 

Planning Department; and 
 
b. The lot or parcel is enrolled in a farm deferral program with the County Assessor; or the 

farm management plan provides sufficient documentation to confirm compliance with the 
income capability requirements of state law.  

 
Agricultural Exempt Buildings Only 
 
c. The owner submits a signed floor plan showing that only farm related uses will occupy the 

building space; and 
 
d. The owner will file a restrictive covenant in the deed records of Wasco County agreeing the 

it will be used solely as will be solely used as an agricultural building as defined by ORS 
455.315(2).  

 
Airport Approach Area -  A wedge-shaped area described by boundaries where the inner edge of 
the Airport Approach Area coincides with each end of the runway and is two hundred and fifty (250) 
feet wide at each terminus.  The Airport Approach Area expands outward uniformly to a width of 
seven hundred and fifty (750) feet at a horizontal distance of two thousand five hundred (2,500) 
feet from the terminus, with its centerline being the continuation of the centerline of the runway. 
 
Airport Clear Area - The Airport Clear Area coincides with the Airport Approach Area for a 
horizontal distance of one thousand two hundred (1,200) feet from the runway termini. 
 
Airport Hazard -  Any structure, tree, or use of land which unreasonably obstructs the air space 
required for the safe flight of aircraft in landing or taking off at an airport or landing field, or is 
otherwise hazardous to such landing or taking off of aircraft. 
 
Airport Hazard Area - Any area of land upon which an airport hazard might be established if not 
prevented. 
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Airport (Personal-Use) - Means pursuant OAR 660-33-130(7), an airstrip restricted, except for 
aircraft emergencies, to use by the owner, and on an infrequent and occasional basis, by invited 
guests, and by commercial aviation activities in connection with agricultural operations.  No aircraft 
may be based on a personal use airport other than those owned or controlled by the owner of the 
airstrip.  Exceptions to the activities permitted under this definition may be granted through waiver 
action by the Oregon Aeronautics Division in specific instances.  A personal use airport lawfully 
existing as of September 13, 1975 shall continue to be permitted subject to any applicable rules of 
the Oregon Aeronautics Division. (amended 12/96) 
 
Airport (Public) - A designated area for the take-off and landing of airplanes which is designed for 
public use by general aviation, and where aircraft service facilities are normally provided. 
 
All Weather Road - A road that has, depending upon design criteria, a six [to eight] or more inches 
of gravel base, smooth surface, that a two wheel drive vehicle can use all year round.  
Confirmation of "all weather" to be made by the Wasco County Public Works Department.  
 
Alley - A secondary means of access to abutting property, if dedicated as a public way. 
 
Altered -  A change, addition, or modification in structure; where the term "altered" is used in 
connection with a change of occupancy, it is intended to apply to changes of occupancy from one 
trade or use to another, or from one division or use to another. 
 
Anemometer - A device to measure the wind speed, generally mounted to a meteorological 
tower. (Added 4/12) 
 
Apartment - A building or portion thereof designed for residential use and containing three or more 
dwelling units. 
 
Apartment House - Three or more household units with walls or ceilings common to another unit. 
 
Approach Road – That portion of any access, driveway or other facility that immediately abuts 
upon a public or county road and provides ingress to or egress from said public or county road. 
 
Approving Authority - The County Governing Body or the body designated by the County 
Governing Body to administer all or part of this ordinance. 
 
Arterial Road or Street - A road or street used primarily to carry high levels of regional vehicular 
traffic at high speeds; connects the collector road system to freeways; provides connection to 
other cities and communities; serves major traffic movements; access control may be provided 
through medians and/or channelization.  The typical average daily traffic exceeds 2,000. 
 
Associated Transmission Lines - (1) New transmission lines constructed to connect an 
energy facility to the project’s substation(s).  (2) New transmission lines constructed to connect 
the project’s substations(s) to the power grid only if they are owned by the developer of the 
project.  Any transmission line owned by a public utility is not an associated transmission line. 
(Added 4/12) 
 
Automobile and Trailer Sales Area - An open area, other than a street, used for the display, sale, 
or rental of new or used motor vehicles or trailers and where no repair work is done except minor 
incidental repair of motor vehicles or trailers to be displayed, sold or rented on the premises. 
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Automobile Repair Garage - A building or portion thereof used for the care and repair of motor 
vehicles or where such vehicles are parked or stored for compensation, hire or sale. 
 
Automobile Service Station - Any premises used for supplying gasoline, oil, minor accessories, 
and services, excluding body and fender repair for automobiles at retail direct to the customer. 
 
Automobile Wrecking Yard - Any property where more than two vehicles not in running condition, 
or parts thereof, are:  wrecked, dismantled, disassembled, or substantially altered and are stored in 
the open and are not being restored to operation; or any land, building, or structure used for 
wrecking or storing of such motor vehicles or parts thereof for a period exceeding three (3) months.  
(Revised 1/92) 
 
Awning - An awning is defined as any accessory shade structure supported by posts or columns 
and partially supported by a mobile home. 
 
Basement - A portion of a building, partly underground, which is less than one-half of its height 
measured from finished floor to finished ceiling above the average grade of the adjoining ground, 
and not deemed a story unless the ceiling is six (6) feet or more above the ground. 
 
Batch Plant, Concrete or Asphalt - Means the storage, preparation, and manufacturing of 
concrete or asphalt including customary equipment and accessory buildings.  Also called Redi-Mix 
plant. 
 
Bed and Breakfast Inn - A single-family dwelling where lodging and a morning meal for guests 
only are offered for compensation, having no more than five (5) sleeping rooms for this purpose.  
An establishment where more than one (1) meal per day is offered shall not be deemed a bed and 
breakfast inn.  An establishment with more than five (5) sleeping rooms shall be deemed a hotel.  A 
bed and breakfast inn must be within the residence of the operator.  (Added 2/89) 
 
Bikeway - Any road, path, or way that is in some manner specifically open to bicycle travel, 
regardless of whether such facilities are designated for the exclusive use of bicycles or are 
shared with other transportation modes.  
 
Bike Lane - A defined portion of the roadway which has been designated by striping, signing and 
pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. 
 
Biomass Energy Facility - A facility producing energy from biomass and its related or 
supporting facilities.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Blade - An element of a wind turbine rotor which forms an aerodynamic surface or surfaces to 
convert movement of air into mechanical energy or torque.  
 
Block - An area of land within a subdivision which area may be entirely bounded by streets, 
highways or ways (except alleys), and the exterior boundary or boundaries of the subdivision. 
 
Boarding House - A building or premise where meals and lodging are offered for compensation 
for three (3) or more persons but not more than nine (9) persons; and having no more than five (5) 
sleeping rooms for this purpose.  An establishment where meals are served for compensation for 
more than nine (9) persons shall be deemed a restaurant.  An establishment with more than five 
(5) sleeping rooms shall be deemed a hotel. 
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Boarding of Horses - The boarding of horses for profit in specified zones other than the Exclusive 
Farm Use zone shall include the following: 
 

a. The stabling, feeding and grooming for a fee, or the renting of stalls for and the care of 
horses not belonging to the owner of the property; and, 

 
b. Related facilities, such as training arenas, corrals and exercise tracks. 
 
 The boarding of horses for profit does not include the following: 
 
a. The mere pasturage of horses or the boarding of horses not owned by the property owner 

for the purpose of breeding with the owner's stock; 
 
b. The incidental stabling of not more than four (4) horses; 
 
c. The boarding of horses for friends or guests where no charge is made; and 
 
d. Equestrian activities when the raising, feeding, training or grooming of horses is a farm use 

by the property owner of the land qualifying for farm assessment under regulations of the 
State Department of Revenue. 

 
BOC - Wasco County Board of Commissioners.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Building - Any structure built for the support, shelter, or enclosure of any persons, animals, 
chattels, or property of any kind. 
 
Building Line - A line on a plat indicating the limit beyond which buildings or structures may not be 
erected. 
 
Building Mounted Wind Turbine - A Wind Turbine mounted or attached to a building.  (Added 
4/12) 
 
Business - Employment of one or more persons for the purpose of earning a livelihood or a profit 
in money. (Added 2/89) 
 
Cabana - A room enclosure erected or constructed adjacent to a mobile home for use as an 
addition to a mobile home. 
 
Campground - A campground is an area devoted to overnight temporary use for vacation, 
recreational or emergency purposes, but not for residential purposes.  Overnight temporary use 
in the same campground by a camper or camper's vehicle shall not exceed a total of 30 days 
during any consecutive 6 month period. 
 
Camp, Tourist, or Trailer Park -  Any area or tract of land used or designed to accommodate 
more than two camping outfits (trailer, tent, tent trailer, recreational vehicle, pickup camper or other 
similar device used for camping), including cabins. 
 
Cannabinoid - Any of the chemical compounds that are the active constituents of marijuana.  
 
Cannabinoid Concentrate - A substance obtained by separating cannabinoids from marijuana 
by a mechanical extraction process; a chemical extraction process using a nonhydrocarbon-
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based or other solvent, such as water, vegetable glycerin, vegetable oils, animal fats, isopropyl 
alcohol, or ethanol; a chemical extraction process using the hydrocarbon-based solvent carbon 
dioxide, provided that the process does not involve the use of high heat or pressure; or any 
other process identified by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, in consultation with the 
Oregon Health Authority, by rule.  
 
Cannibinoid Edible - Food or potable liquid into which a cannabinoid concentrate, cannabinoid 
extract, or dried marijuana leaves or flowers have been incorporated.  
 
Cannabinoid Extract - A substance obtained by separating cannabinoids from marijuana by a 
chemical extraction process using a hydrocarbon-based solvent, such as butane, hexane or 
propane; a chemical extraction process using the hydrocarbon-based solvent carbon dioxide, if 
the process uses high heat or pressure; or any other process identified by the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, in consultation with the Oregon Health Authority, by rule.  
 
Cannabinoid Product - A cannabinoid edible and any other product intended for human 
consumption or use, including a product intended to be applied to the skin or hair, that contains 
cannabinoids or dried marijuana leaves or flowers. Cannabinoid product does not include 
usable marijuana by itself, a cannabinoid concentrate by itself, a cannabinoid extract by itself, or 
industrial hemp as defined in Oregon Revised Statutes 571.300.  
 
Carport - A covered shelter for an automobile open on two or more sides.  A carport may be 
freestanding or partially supported by a dwelling unit or mobile home. 
 
Cellar -  A story having more than one-half of its height below the average level of the adjoining 
ground and which has less than six (6) feet of its height above the average level of the adjoining 
ground. 
 
Cemetery - Land dedicated for burial purposes, including mortuary, crematory, mausoleum, and 
columbarium, when operated within the boundary of the cemetery. 
 
Church - A building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, where persons regularly 
assemble for public worship, and which building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, is 
maintained and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public worship. 
 
Class I Stream - Waters which are valuable for domestic use, are important for angling or other 
recreation, and/or used by significant numbers of fish for spawning, rearing, or migration routes as 
designated by the Oregon Department of Forestry.  Stream flows may be perennial or intermittent. 
 
Class II Stream - Any headwater streams or minor drainages that generally have limited or no 
direct value for angling or other recreation as designated by the Oregon Department of Forestry.  
They are used by only a few, if any, fish for spawning or rearing.  Their principal value is their 
influence on water quality or quantity downstream in Class I waters.  Stream flow may be perennial 
or intermittent. 
 
Clinic - Single or multiple offices for physicians, surgeons, dentists, chiropractors, osteopaths, and 
other members of the healing arts, including a pharmacy in any such building. 
 
Club or Lodge - A building and facilities owned and operated for a social or recreational purpose, 
to which membership is required for participation, but is not operated primarily for profit or to render 
a service which is customarily carried on as a business.  A club does not include a public 
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rehabilitation facility of any kind. 
 
Collector Road or Street (Major)  - A road used primarily to serve traffic between neighborhoods 
and community facilities; principal carrier between arterials and local roads; provides some 
degree of access to adjacent properties, while maintaining circulation and mobility for all users; 
carries lower traffic volumes at slower speeds than arterials; typically has two or three lanes; 
bicycle facilities may be exclusive or shared roadways depending on traffic volumes, speeds, 
and extent of bicycle travel.  The typical average daily traffic ranges from 500 to 2,000. 
 
Collector Road or Street (Minor) - A road used primarily to connect rural residential areas with 
arterials and major collector roads; has slower speeds to enhance safety; bicycle facilities may 
be exclusive or shared roadways depending on traffic volumes, speeds, and extent of bicycle 
travel.  The typical average daily traffic ranges from 250 to 400. 
 
Commencement of Development - Authorized development has been commenced when the 
holder of the permit has physically altered the land or structure or changed the use thereof and 
such alteration or change is directed toward completion and is sufficient in terms of time, labor or 
money spent to demonstrate a good faith effort to complete the development.  In the case of 
development requiring a building permit, issuance of the building permit shall be conclusive 
evidence of commencing development.  Nothing herein, however, shall be deemed to extend the 
life of said building permit as provided by law.  A development permit which would have expired but 
for issuance of a building permit shall expire automatically upon expiration of the building permit.  In 
the case of development authorized to be done in phases, each phase must be commenced within 
the time frame specified in the approval, or commenced within two years of completion of the prior 
phase if no time table is specified.  The date of phase completion in the case of a structure or 
structures shall be the date of issuance of an occupancy permit by the Director for 80% or more of 
the structure or structures. 
 
Commercial - The use of land or structures for a business activity engaged primarily in the sale of 
goods or services. (Added 2/89) 
 
Commercial Agricultural Enterprise - Consists of farm operations that will contribute in a 
substantial way to the area's existing agricultural economy; and help maintain agricultural 
processors and established farm markets. When determining whether a farm is part of the 
commercial agricultural enterprise, not only what is produced, but how much and how it is 
marketed shall be considered. These are important factors because of the intent of Goal 3 to 
maintain the agricultural economy of the state.  
 
Commercial Energy Facility – See Commercial Power Generating Facility.  (Amended 4/12) 
 
Commercial Power Generating Facility (Utility Facility For The Purpose Of Generating 
Power) - A facility for the production of energy and its related or supporting facilities that: 
 

a. Generates energy using means listed in ORS or OAR such as solar power, wind power, 
fuel cells, hydroelectric power, thermal power, geothermal power, landfill gas, digester 
gas, waste, dedicated energy crops available on a renewable basis or low-emission, 
nontoxic biomass based on solid organic fuels from wood, forest or field residues but not 
including the production of biofuel as authorized by ORS 215.203(2)(b)(K) in all zones 
which allow “Farm Use” and 215.283(1)(r) in the Exclusive Farm Use zone; and 

 
b. Is intended to provide energy for sale.  
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See “Net Metering Power Facility”, “Non-Commercial/Stand Alone Power Generating 
Facility” and “Small Scale Commercial Power Generating Facility” for additional definitions 
related to energy production.  (Added 4/12) 

 
Commercial Utility Facility - See Commercial Power Generating Facility.  (Amended 4/12) 
 
Commission - The Wasco County Planning Commission. 
 
Common Area - Any area or space designed for joint use of tenants. 
 
Communication Facility - A facility constructed for the purpose of transmitting telegraph, 
telephone, microwave, television, radio, and other similar signals. 
 
Communication Tower - Any tower designed to support commercial radio, television, and/or 
telecommunications receiving or broadcasting antennas, dishes, buildings and associated 
commercial equipment used to transmit or receive radio, microwave, wireless communications, 
and other electronic signals.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Community Center or Hall - A building and facilities owned and operated by a governmental 
agency or non-profit community organization whose membership is open to any resident of the 
community in which the center or hall is located. 
 
Community Garden - A site where any kind of plant, except marijuana, is grown, and several 
individuals or households cultivate the site. The site may be divided into individual allotments, or 
gardeners may work together to cultivate the entire property. The land may be publicly or 
privately owned. The plants are grown for personal use by the gardeners, or for donation, and 
sales are prohibited.  

 
Community Management - The person who owns or has charge, care or control of the mobile 
home development. 
 
Community Sanitary-Sewer System - A public or private system of underground pipes of 
sufficient capacity to carry domestic sewage from an area to connected treatment and disposal 
facilities, as approved by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
Community Water-Supply System - A public or private system of underground distribution pipes 
providing a continuous supply of potable water from a center source in quantities sufficient to meet 
domestic and fire protection needs for three (3) or more dwellings, as approved by the State of 
Oregon Department of Human Resources, Health Division. 
 
Compost - A mixture of decaying, organic matter, such as leaves and manure, used  
as fertilizer. 
 

a. Green Feedstocks – Materials low in:  (1) Substances that pose a present or future hazard 
to human health or the environment; (2) Substances that are low in, and unlikely to support, 
human pathogens.  Green feedstocks include but are not limited to yard debris, animal 
manure, wood waste, vegetative food waste, produce waste, vegetative restaurant waste, 
vegetative food processor byproducts and crop residue. 

 
b. Non-Green Feedstocks – Materials high in:  (1) Substances that pose a present or future 
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hazard to human health or the environment; (2) Substances that are high in, and likely to 
support, human pathogens.  Non-green feedstocks include but are not limited to animal 
parts and byproducts, mixed materials containing animal parts or byproducts, dead animals 
and municipal solid waste. 

 
c. Agricultural Composting – Composting as an agricultural operation conducted on lands 

employed for farm use. 
 
d. Institutional Composting – The composting of green feedstocks generated from the facility’s 

own activities.  It may also include supplemental feedstocks.  Feedstocks must be 
composted on-site, the compost produced must be utilized within the contiguous 
boundaries of the institution and not offered for sale or use off-site.  Institutional composting 
includes but is not limited to parks, apartments, universities, schools, hospitals, golf courses 
and industrial parks. 

 
e. Reload Facility – A facility or site that accepts and reloads only yard debris and wood waste 

for transport to another location.  
 
Comprehensive Plan - The generalized, coordinated land use map and policy statement of the 
governing body of Wasco County that interrelates all functional and natural systems and activities 
relative to the use of lands including, but not limited to sewer and water systems, transportation 
systems, educational systems, recreational facilities, and natural resources and air and water 
quality management programs. 
 
Condominium - Property, any part of which is residential in nature, submitted and approved in 
accordance with the provisions of Oregon Revised Statutes 91.500 to 91.671. 
 
Conduit - Any tunnel, canal, pipeline, aqueduct, flume, ditch or similar man-made water 
conveyance. 
 
Consultant Engineer - A professional engineer, registered in the State of Oregon, who is retained 
by and responsible to an applicant for the design and construction of subdivisions and required 
public or private improvements.  Although a Civil Engineer is preferable, any engineer who is 
qualified to perform the work involved, and so certified, may be a consultant engineer. 
 
Contiguous - Lots, parcels or lots and parcels that have a common boundary.  "Contiguous" 
includes, but is not limited to, lots, parcels, or lots and parcels separated only by an alley, street, or 
other right-of-way.  (Revised 1/92) 
 
Corner Lot - A lot at least two adjacent sides of which abut streets other than alleys, provided the 
angle of intersection of the adjacent street does not exceed 135 degrees. 
 
Corridor - The length and width of a right-of-way or tenancy containing or intended for a 
transmission facility and other uses in, or intended for, the same right-of-way. 
 
County - The County of Wasco, Oregon. 
 
County Governing Body - The County Governing Body of Wasco County, Oregon. 
 
County Road - A public road which has been designated as a county road and formally accepted 
for maintenance by the Wasco County Governing Body.  A county road shall not act as a dividing 
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feature of a lot-of-record.   
 
County Road District - For purposes of improving county roads or public roads within the 
boundaries of a city or drainage district, county road districts may be formed from contiguous 
territory within the county. All road improvements are initiated through a petition process approved 
by the County Governing Body. To fund the road improvements, county road districts may assess, 
levy and collect taxes on all taxable property within the district. See ORS 371.055. 
 
Court - An open, unoccupied space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a building and 
bounded on two sides by such building. 
 
Court Apartment - One to four multiple dwellings arranged around two or three sides of a court 
which opens into a street. 
 
Cross Access - A service drive providing vehicular access between two or more separate sites, 
so that the driver need not enter the public street system between sites.   
 
Cul-De-Sac - A street with only one outlet having sufficient space at the closed end to provide a 
vehicular turning area. 
 
Cultural and Historic Sites - Sites having a record of historic activity that is well-documented and 
have or have had an impact on the local community. 
 
Curb Line - The line dividing the roadway from the planting strip or footway. 
 
Dam - Any man-made structure that impounds water. 
 
Date of Creation and Existence - Within the Exclusive Farm Use zone, when a lot, parcel or 
tract is reconfigured pursuant to applicable law after November 4, 1993 or July 1, 2001, the 
effect of which is to qualify a lot, parcel or tract for the siting of a dwelling or a non-farm division 
respectively, the date of the reconfiguration is the date of creation or existence. Reconfigured 
means any change in the boundary of the lot, parcel or tract.  A property line adjustment which 
does not have the effect of qualifying an otherwise non-qualifying lot, parcel or tract for a 
dwelling or a non-farm division respectively, does not change the date of creation.   
 
Day Nursery - Any institution, establishment or place, other than a group day care home, in which 
are commonly received at one time, three or more children not of common parentage, under the 
age of six years, for a period or periods not exceeding twelve hours, for the purpose of being given 
board, care or training apart from their parents or guardians for compensation or reward. (revised 
2/89) 
 
Design - The design of any street or alley alignments, grade or width, alignment of width of 
easements and rights-of-way for drainage or irrigation purposes and sanitary facilities, and lot 
area, width or layout. 
 
Development - Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 
limited to construction, installation or change of a building or other structure, change in use of a 
building or structure, land division, establishment, or termination of right of access, storage on 
the land, tree cutting, drilling, and site alteration such as that due to land surface mining, 
dredging, grading, construction of earthen berms, paving, improvements for use as parking, 
excavation or clearing. 
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Developer - A subdivider, or if not creating a subdivision, a person who proposes to, or does 
develop the land, whether it be for public or private purposes. 
 
Director - Wasco County Planning Director or their designee. 
 
Diversion - Any structure that deflects a portion of the water from a stream channel. 
 
Downwind - On the opposite side from the prevailing direction from which the wind blows.  (Added 
4/12) 
 
Downwind Properties - Properties downwind of the project boundary that have been 
developed as part of a Commercial Power Generating Facility.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Double Frontage Lot - A lot having frontage on two parallel or approximately parallel streets. 
 
Drive-In - A business establishment so developed that its retail or service character is dependent 
on providing a driveway approach for parking space for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons while 
in the motor vehicle, or within a building on the same premises and devoted to the same purpose 
as the drive-in service.  The term drive-in shall include any business establishment dispensing food 
or drink on a self-service basis  and for consumption outside the building. 
 
Driveway - A private access providing ingress and egress to and from within a single property, 
or portion of a single property to a public road, private road or private easement road.  
 
Driveway, Shared - When land uses on two or more lots or parcels share one driveway. A 
Private Easement Road must be created for any new shared driveway crossing another 
property.  
 
Dude Ranch - A business activity that provides meals, lodging or camping facilities, and recreation 
activities associated with farm use or animals.  An establishment offering meals to individuals other 
than overnight guests shall be deemed a restaurant.  An establishment offering overnight 
accommodations not in conjunction with recreational activities shall be deemed a hotel or 
campground.  (Added 2/89) 
 
Dwelling Types - For the purposes of this Ordinance, dwellings are separated into the following 
categories and herewith defined accordingly: 
 

a. Single Family Attached (Duplex) - Two (2) household units which share a common wall or 
ceiling, but no unit may have a ceiling common to another unit. 

 
b. Single Family Attached (Multiplex) - Three (3) or more household units which share 

common walls, but no unit may have a ceiling common to another unit.  Otherwise known 
as Townhouses or Row Houses. 

 
c. Single Family Detached - A single household unit whose construction is characterized by 

no common wall or ceiling with another unit. 
 
d. Multiple Family - Three (3) or more household units with common walls or ceilings common 

to another unit.  Terms of differentiation for Multiple Family include:  Garden Low Rise, 
being walkup structures limited to a maximum of two stories; Garden Medium Rise, being 
walkup structures limited to a maximum of three (3) stories; and High Rise, being elevator 
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structures of multiple stories. 
 
Dwelling Unit - A lawfully established dwelling is a single-family dwelling which: 
 

a. Has intact exterior walls and roof structure; 
 
b. Has indoor plumbing consisting of a kitchen sink, toilet and bathing facilities connected to a 

sanitary waste disposal system; 
 
c. Has interior wiring for interior lights; and 
 
d. Has a heating system.” 

 
Easement - A grant of the right to use a strip of land for specific purposes.  Includes but is not 
limited to access easements and utility easements. 
 
EFSC - Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council as established under ORS 469.450 and defined in 
ORS 469.300(7).  The Council includes seven members appointed by the governor and 
confirmed by the Oregon Senate with the responsibility for overseeing and approving the 
development of energy facilities, as defined in ORS 469.300.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Electrical Transmission Facilities - The conductors, lines, structures, towers, substations, 
switching stations, buildings, corridor, and construction staging and assembly areas associated 
with the transmission of electricity from power sources to the regional power grid and from the 
regional power grid to the local power distribution system, but not including “Associated 
Transmission Lines”.  (Added 4/12) 
  
Endangered and Threatened Species - Those species of plants and animals listed or proposed 
for listing as of October 1, 1978, in 41 FED REG 24524.  (June 16, 1976) and 50 CFR Part 17, and 
its amendments and species listed or proposed for listing by the State of Oregon. 
 
Energy - The amount of work that can be performed by a force.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Energy Development - A building or construction operation making a significant change in the use 
or appearance of a structure or land for an energy facility; and the clearing, excavation, filling, 
grading, and road building in connection with the operation. 
 
Energy Facility - A solar, wind, fuel cell, hydroelectric, thermal, geothermal, cogeneration, landfill 
gas, digester gas, waste, dedicated low emission renewable crop, nontoxic biomass based on solid 
organic fuels from wood, forest or field residues, electrical transmission, natural gas pipeline, or 
petroleum product pipeline facility.  (Amended 4/12) 
 
Energy Facility Project Area - The proposed location of an energy facility and all of its related and 
supporting facilities as well as lands within the project lease boundary but outside the area of the 
primary development where there could be negative physical consequences as a result of the 
project such as soil compaction or erosion.  (Amended 4/12) 
 
Expando - Room or rooms that fold, collapse, or telescope into a mobile home. 
Family - One or two persons with their direct descendants and adopted children (and including 
domestic employees thereof), together with not more than five (5) persons not so related living 
together in a room or rooms comprising a single housekeeping unit.  Every additional group of five 
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(5) or less persons living in such housekeeping unit shall be considered as a separate family. 
 
Family Hardship Dwelling - A mobile home or recreational vehicle used temporarily during a 
family hardship situation when an additional dwelling is allowed to house aged or infirm person or 
persons physically incapable of maintaining a complete separate residence apart from their family. 
 
Farm Management Plan -  Shall include information applicable to the specific farm use from the 
following list:  Proof that the parcel is enrolled in a farm deferral program with the Wasco County 
Assessor; written description of a current farm operation that identifies the number of acres of land 
in current production, type and number of acres planted to a specific crop; the number of animals 
grazing or being raised on the farm parcel; existing farm structures (including irrigation sprinklers) 
supporting the farm use; and any existing water rights.  The plan shall include a description of the 
number of employees working the farm parcel, and their responsibilities.  The plan shall include a 
map that shows the location of all farm activities including but not limited to registered fields (Farm 
Services Agency map), grazing areas and areas dedicated to farm structures.   
 
Farm Unit - means the contiguous and noncontiguous tracts in common ownership used by the 
farm operator for farm use as defined in ORS 215.203.  
 
Farm Use - The current employment of land for the primary purpose of obtaining a profit in 
money by raising, harvesting and selling crops or the feeding, breeding, management and sale 
of, or the produce of, livestock, poultry, fur-bearing animals or honeybees or for dairying and the 
sale of dairy products or any other agricultural or horticultural use or animal husbandry or any 
combination thereof. 
 
Farm use includes the preparation, storage and disposal by marketing or otherwise of the 
products or by-products raised on such land for human or animal use. Farm use also includes 
the current employment of land for the primary purpose of obtaining a profit in money by 
stabling or training equines including but not limited to providing riding lessons, training clinics 
and schooling shows.  
 
Farm use also includes the propagation, cultivation, maintenance and harvesting of aquatic, bird 
and animal species that are under the jurisdiction of the State Fish and Wildlife Commission, to 
the extent allowed by the rules adopted by the commission. Farm use also includes the on-site 
construction and maintenance of equipment and facilities used for the activities described in this 
subsection. 
 
Preparation of products or by-products includes but is not limited to the cleaning, treatment, 
sorting, or packaging of the products or by-products.  Products or by-products raised on such 
land" means that those products or by-products are raised on the farm operation where the 
preparation occurs or on other farm land provided the preparation is occurring only on land 
being used for the primary purpose of obtaining a profit in money from the farm use of the land.   
 
Farm use does not include the use of land subject to the provisions of ORS chapter 321(Timber 
Taxation), except land used exclusively for growing cultured Christmas trees as defined below 
or land described in ORS 321.267 (3) or 321.824 (3). 
 

Cultured Christmas trees” means trees: 
 
a.  Grown on lands used exclusively for that purpose, capable of preparation by intensive 

cultivation methods such as plowing or turning over the soil; 
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b.  Of a marketable species; 
 
c.  Managed to produce trees meeting U.S. No. 2 or better standards for Christmas trees as 

specified by the Agriculture Marketing Services of the United States Department of 
Agriculture; and 

 
d.  Evidencing periodic maintenance practices of shearing for Douglas fir and pine species, 

weed and brush control and one or more of the following practices: Basal pruning, 
fertilizing, insect and disease control, stump culture, soil cultivation, irrigation.  

 
Current employment of land for farm use includes: 

 
a. Farmland, the operation or use of which is subject to any farm-related government 

program; 
 
b. Land lying fallow for one year as a normal and regular requirement of good agricultural 

husbandry; 
 
c. Land planted in orchards or other perennials, other than land specified in subparagraph 

(d) of this paragraph, prior to maturity; 
 
d. Land not in an exclusive farm use zone which has not been eligible for assessment at 

special farm use value in the year prior to planting the current crop and has been planted 
in orchards, cultured Christmas trees or vineyards for at least three years; 

 
e. Wasteland, in an exclusive farm use zone, dry or covered with water, neither 

economically tillable nor grazeable, lying in or adjacent to and in common ownership 
with a farm use land and which is not currently being used for any economic farm use; 

 
f. Except for land under a single family dwelling, land under buildings supporting accepted 

farm practices, including the processing facilities allowed by ORS 215.213 (1)(x) and 
215.283 (1)(u) and the processing of farm crops into biofuel as commercial activities in 
conjunction with farm use under ORS 215.213 (2)(c) and 215.283 (2)(a); 

 
g. Water impoundments lying in or adjacent to and in common ownership with farm use 

land; 
 
h. Any land constituting a woodlot, not to exceed 20 acres, contiguous to and owned by the 

owner of land specially valued for farm use even if the land constituting the woodlot is 
not utilized in conjunction with farm use; 

 
i. Land lying idle for no more than one year where the absence of farming activity is due to 

the illness of the farmer or member of the farmer’s immediate family. For purposes of 
this paragraph, illness includes injury or infirmity whether or not such illness results in 
death; 

  
j. Any land described under ORS 321.267(3) or 321.824(3); 
 
k. Land used for the processing of farm crops into biofuel, as defined in ORS 315.141, if: 
 

(1) Only the crops of the landowner are being processed; 



 
 

Chapter 1 – Introductory Provisions  1-17 
Amended January 11, 2016 
 

 
(2) The biofuel from all of the crops purchased for processing into biofuel is used on the 

farm of the landowner; or 
 
(3) The landowner is custom processing crops into biofuel from other landowners in the 

area for their use or sale. 
 

Accepted Farming Practice: As used in this subsection, “accepted farming practice” means a 
mode of operation that is common to farms of a similar nature, necessary for the operation 
of such farms to obtain a profit in money, and customarily utilized in conjunction with farm 
use. 

  
Fence, Protective - A fence at least six feet tall designed to restrict passage through the fence.  A 
protective fence includes stockade, woven wood, chain link and others, but not split rail or primarily 
barbed wire. 
 
Fence, Site-Obscuring - A fence consisting of wood, metal, or masonry, or an evergreen hedge or 
other evergreen planting, arranged in such a way as to obstruct vision. 
 
FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory Commission – The United States federal agency with 
jurisdiction over interstate electricity sales, wholesale electric rates, hydroelectric licensing, 
natural gas pricing, and oil pipeline rates. FERC also reviews and authorizes liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) terminals, interstate natural gas pipelines and non-federal hydropower projects.  
(Added 4/12) 
 
Floor Area - The sum of the horizontal areas of each floor of a building, measured from the interior 
faces of the exterior walls. 
 
Flow - The volume of water passing through a hydroelectric facility during a given period.  Flow is 
expressed in cubic feet per second. 
 
Foster Home - A home licensed by the State and providing shelter and food to not more than five 
(5) persons in addition to the primary owner or occupant of the home. 
 
Frontage - All the property fronting on one (1) side of a street between intersecting or intercepting 
streets, or between a street and a right-of-way, waterway and/or dead-end street shall determine 
only the boundary of the frontage on the side of the street which it intercepts. 
 
Future Street - A proposed right-of-way as may be designated by the Planning Commission, or 
such other agency or authority as provided for herein, which street is necessary for the future 
subdivision of property, shown on the subdivision plats and/or maps, but that the present 
dedication and construction of such street is not warranted. 
 
Garage, Public - A structure in which are provided facilities for the repair of motor vehicles, 
including body and fender repair, painting, rebuilding, reconditioning, upholstering, or other vehicle 
maintenance repair, or where such vehicles are parked or stored. 
 
Golf Course - An area of land with highly maintained natural turf laid out for the game of golf 
with a series of 9 or more holes, each including a tee, a fairway, a putting green, and often one 
or more natural or artificial hazards.  
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Grade (Adjacent Ground Elevation) - The lowest point of elevation of the finished surface of the 
ground between the exterior wall of a building and a point five (5) feet distant from said wall, or the 
lowest point of elevation of the finished surface of the ground between the exterior wall of a building 
and the property line if it is less than five (5) feet distant from said wall. 
 
Grid - The utility distribution system.  The network that connects electricity generators to 
electricity users.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Gross Building Area - The total area taken on a horizontal plane at the mean grade level of the 
principal building, and all accessory buildings, exclusive of uncovered porches, terraces, steps, roof 
overhang and balconies. 
 
Group Day Care Home - A facility located in a single-family dwelling that is certified by the 
Children's Services Division to care for six (6) to twelve (12) children under the age of thirteen (13) 
at one time.  A group day care home must be within the home of the care provider, and is 
considered a residential use in residential and commercial zones.  (Added 2/89) 
 
Group Home - A licensed home maintained and supervised by adults for the purpose of providing 
care, food and lodging for retarded adults, elderly persons, or children under the age of eighteen 
(18) years, unattended by parent(s) or guardian(s) where the number of unrelated persons living 
together as one household commonly exceeds five. 
 
Guest House - Living quarters within a separate structure, with no kitchen or kitchen facilities, 
located on the same lot-of-record with the primary dwelling, and occupied solely by members of the 
owner's family or temporary guests.  Such quarters shall not be rented or otherwise used as a 
separate dwelling unit.  See Section 4.170 for "Guest House" development standards.  (Revised 
1/92) 
 
Guy Wire - A cable or wire used as a semi-flexible tension support between a guy anchor and a 
tower. 
 
Half Street - One-half of the right-of-way of a public way equally divided by the property or border 
line, dedicated to the public together with the total width, here, of the public way by all owners, at 
the time of the recording of any plat including such half street or way. 
 
Head - The vertical distance from the highest water level of a dam, diversion, or intake for a 
hydroelectric facility to the elevation where water from the facility is discharged.  Head is expressed 
in feet. 
 
Health Officer - The Wasco-Sherman County District Health Unit Officer. 
 
Height of Building - The vertical distance measured from the adjoining curb level to the highest 
point of the roof surface of a flat roof, to the deck line of a mansard roof, and to the mean height 
level between the eaves and ridge for a gable, hip or gambrel roof; provided, however, that where 
buildings are set back from the street line, the height of the building may be measured from the 
average elevation of the finished grade at the front of the building. 
 
Height of Tower - The height of the vertical distance from the base of the tower, pole or 
building on which it is located to the tallest vertical point including any attachment that exceeds 
the highest point on the tower structure (i.e. maximum blade tip or antennae).  (Added 4/12) 
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High Value Land (Per OAR 660-33-020(8)(a) - Means land in a tract composed predominantly of 
soils that are: 
 

a. Irrigated and classified prime, unique, Class I or II; or 
 
b. Not irrigated and classified prime, unique, Class I or II. 

 
In addition to that land described above, high value farmland, if in Eastern Oregon, includes tracts 
growing specified perennials as demonstrated by the most recent aerial photography of the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture taken 
prior to November 4, 1993.  "Specified perennials" means perennials grown for market or research 
purposes including, but not limited to, nursery stock, berries, fruits, nuts, Christmas trees, or 
vineyards, but not including seed crops, hay, pasture or alfalfa.  (Added 12/96) 
 
High Water Line or Mark - The highest water level a stream or lake reaches during normal 
seasonal run-off. 
 
Home Occupation - Any lawful activity carried on within a dwelling or other building normally 
associated with uses permitted in the zone and which said activity is secondary to the primary use 
of the property for residential purposes.  (Revised 1/92) 
 
Horticulture - The cultivation of plants, garden crops, trees and/or nursery stock. 
 
Hospital, General - An institution providing health services, primarily for in-patients, and medical, 
psychiatric or surgical diagnosis and care of the sick or injured, including as an integral part of the 
institution such related facilities as laboratories, out-patient facilities, central service facilities, retail 
facilities, for the needs of patients, staff and doctors' offices, and residential facilities for staff and 
patients. 
 
Hospital, Mental - A hospital used exclusively for the treatment of persons suffering from nervous 
or mental disorders. 
 
Hotel - A building or portion thereof of more than five (5) sleeping rooms designed or used for 
occupancy of individuals who are lodged with or without meals, and in which no provision is made 
for cooking in any individual room or suite. 
 
Hunting Preserve - Pursuant to ORS 497.248 Subsections (1) - (4).  The Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Commission issues a private hunting preserve license if the preserve contains not 
more than 1,280 acres and is on one continuous tract of land owned by the applicant or leased by 
the applicant for a period of at least five years.  
 
Hunting, fishing or shooting preserve - Shall comply with provisions of Oregon Administrative 
Rule 635, Division 47. 
 
Hydroelectric Facility - All aspects of a project necessary for or related to power generation 
including, but not limited to, the generator, dams, diversions, impoundments, conduits, penstocks, 
fish ladders, navigation locks, fish screens, recreation facilities, transmission facilities and related 
buildings, structures and storage areas. 
  
Immediate Family Member - Family member of the first degree of kinship or equivalent thereof. 
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Industrial - The use of land or structures to treat, process, manufacture, or store materials or 
products.  (Added 2/89) 
 
Inverter - A device that converts direct current (DC) to alternating current (AC).  (Added 4/12) 
 
Irrigated - means watered by an artificial or controlled means, such as sprinklers, furrows, 
ditches, or spreader dikes. An area or tract is "irrigated" if it is currently watered, or has 
established rights to use water for irrigation, including such tracts that receive water for irrigation 
from a water or irrigation district or other provider. For the purposes of this division, an area or 
tract within a water or irrigation district that was once irrigated shall continue to be considered 
"irrigated" even if the irrigation water was removed or transferred to another tract.   
 
Joule - Amount of work done by a force of one newton moving an object through a distance of 
one meter.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Junk Yard - Any property where persons are engaged in breaking up, dismantling, sorting, 
distributing, buying or selling of any scrap, waste materials or junk. 
 
Kennel - The operation of any business or the participation in any activity in which five (5) dogs 
with permanent canine teeth, or which are more than six (6) months of age, are kept on the 
premises. 
 
Kilovolt (kV) - The unit of voltage of potential difference which equals 1,000 volts. 
 
Kilowatt (kW) - A measure of power for electrical current (1,000 watts).  (Added 4/12) 
 
Kilowatt-hour (kWh) - A measure of energy equal to the use of one kilowatt in one hour.  (Added 
4/12) 
 
Kitchen - A place where food is cooked or prepared as well as the place where the facilities and 
equipment used to cook, prepare and store food are located.  (Added 1/92) 
 
Landscaping - Improving the aesthetics of a piece of land by the grading, clearing and use of 
natural or artificial material. 
  
Loading Space - An off-street space or berth on the same lot or parcel with a building or use, or 
contiguous to a group of buildings or uses, for the temporary parking of a vehicle while loading or 
unloading persons, merchandise or material, and which space or berth abuts upon a street, alley or 
other appropriate means of ingress and egress. 
 
Local Access Road – Public road over which the public has a right of use that is a matter of public 
record and was legally created at the time of dedication but that is not a county road, state highway 
or federal road.  Local access roads are privately maintained. 
 
Local Road or Street - A road or street primarily used to provide direct access to adjacent land 
uses; characterized by short roadway distances, slow speeds, and low volumes; offers a high 
level of accessibility; serves passenger cars, pedestrians, and bicycles, but not through trucks. 
Local roads may be paved or unpaved.  The typical average daily traffic is less than 250. 
 
Lot - A unit of land that is created by a subdivision of land. 
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Lot Area -The total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot. 
 
Lot, Corner - A lot fronting on two (2) or more streets at their junction, said streets forming with 
each other an angle of forty-five (45) degrees up to and including one hundred thirty-five (135) 
degrees. 
 
Lot Depth - The perpendicular distance measured from the mid-point of the front lot line to the 
mid-point of the opposite lot line. 
 
Lot, Interior - A lot other than a corner lot. 
 
Lot Lines - The lines bounding a lot as defined herein. 
 
Lot Line, Front - In the case of an interior lot, a line separating the lot from the street; and in the 
case of a corner lot, a line separating the narrowest frontage of the lot from the street. 
 
Lot Line, Rear - The line dividing one lot from another and on the opposite side of the lot from the 
front lot line, and in the case of an irregular or triangular shaped lot, a line ten (10) feet in length 
within the lot parallel to and at the maximum distance from the front lot line. 
 
Lot Line, Side - In the case of an interior lot, a line separating one lot from the abutting lot or lots 
fronting on the same street, and in the case of a corner lot, a line separating one lot from the 
abutting lot or lots fronting on the same street. 
 
Lot, Through - An interior lot having frontage on two (2) streets. 
 
Lot Width - The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at right angles to the lot 
depth at a point midway between the front and rear lot lines. 
 
Manufacture - he processing or converting of raw, unfinished, or finished materials or products or 
any combination thereof into an article or substance of different character, or for use for a different 
character or purpose.  (Added 2/89) 
 
Map - A final diagram, drawing or other writing concerning a land division. 
 
Marijuana - The plant Cannabis family Cannabaceae, any part of the plant Cannabis family 
Cannabaceae, and the seeds of the plant Cannabis family Cannabaceae. Marijuana does not 
include industrial hemp as defined in Oregon Revised Statutes 571.300.  
 
Marijuana Items - Marijuana, cannabinoid products, cannabinoid concentrates, and 
cannabinoid extracts. 
 
Marijuana Processing - The processing, compounding, or conversion of marijuana into 
cannabinoid products, cannabinoid concentrates, or cannabinoid extracts, provided that the 
marijuana processor is licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission or registered with 
the Oregon Health Authority.  
 
Marijuana Production - The manufacture, planting, cultivation, growing, trimming, harvesting, 
or drying of marijuana, provided that the marijuana producer is licensed by the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, or registered with the Oregon Health Authority and a “person designated 
to produce marijuana by a registry identification cardholder.”  
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Marijuana Retailing - The sale of marijuana items to a consumer, provided that the marijuana 
retailer is licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission or registered with the Oregon 
Health Authority.  
 
Marijuana Wholesaling - The purchase of marijuana items for resale to a person other than a 
consumer, provided that the marijuana wholesaler is licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission. 
 
Medical Hardship – Means a temporary circumstance caused by serious illness or infirmity, not to 
exceed two years in duration, and authorized by a licensed medical practitioner (Medical Doctor, 
Physicians Assistant or Nurse Practitioner).   
 
Megawatt (mW) - The electrical unit of power which equals 1,000,000 watts. 
 
Metes and Bounds - The method used to describe a tract or tracts of land for the purposes of 
ownership or for building development, as contrasted with the description of a part of a properly 
approved and recorded subdivision plat by the lot number and block designation. 
 
Meteorological Tower - The tower and any of the following: base plate, anchors, guy cables 
and hardware, anemometers (wind speed indicators), temperature and pressure sensors, other 
weather measuring devices attached to the tower, wind direction vanes, booms to hold 
equipment anemometers and vanes, data logger, instrument wiring, and any telemetry devices 
that are used to monitor or transmit weather information at a given location.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Mobile Home -   
 

a. A residential trailer, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, that has 
sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is being 
used for residential purposes and was constructed before January 1, 1962. 

 
b. A mobile house, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, that has 

sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is being 
used for residential purposes and was constructed between January 1, 1962, and June 15, 
1976, and met the construction requirements of Oregon mobile home law in effect at the 
time of construction. 

 
c. A manufactured home, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, that 

has sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is 
being used for residential purposes and was constructed in accordance with federal 
manufactured housing construction and safety standards regulations in effect at the time of 
construction.  (revised 2/89) 

 
Mobile Home Community - A mobile home development and related utilities and facilities, 
including the mobile homes and all of the people living within the development. 
 
Mobile Home for Storage - Mobile homes may not be used as storage buildings in any zone.  
 
Mobile Home Lot - A parcel of land for the placement of a mobile home and the exclusive use of 
its occupants. 
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Mobile Home Park - Any place where four (4) or more mobile homes are located within five 
hundred (500) feet of one another on a lot, tract or parcel of land under the same ownership, the 
primary purpose of which is to rent space or keep space for rent to any person for a charge or fee 
paid or to be paid for the rental or use of facilities or to offer space free in connection with securing 
the trade or patronage of such person. 
 
Mobile Home Space - A plot or parcel of land within the mobile home park, designed to 
accommodate one (1) mobile home. 
 
Mobile Home Stand - That part of a mobile home space which has been reserved for the 
placement of the mobile home, appurtenant structures, or additions. 
 
Modular Unit - A fabricated, transportable building unit, other than a mobile home, designed to be 
incorporated at a building site into a structure to be used for residential and/or commercial, 
industrial, or agricultural purposes, with all of the following characteristics: 
 

a. Having an electrical meter base permanently attached to the structure. 
 
b. Designed and built to the specification of the State or County Building Code for 

conventional structures in effect at the time of its construction. 
 
c. Having a permanent foundation. 

 
Motor Home - A self-propelled recreation vehicle that is not used as a permanent residence. 
 
Nacelle -The structure which houses all of the generating components, gearbox, drive train and 
other components of the wind turbine. 
 
Natural Areas - Land areas reserved from development or modification for the protection of animal 
species and other natural areas as identified in the Wasco County Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Neighborhood - In relation to Nonconforming Uses a neighborhood shall include the surrounding 
areas whose use and enjoyment of their property would be materially impacted as a result of the 
proposed alteration.   
 
Negotiate - Any activity preliminary to the execution of a binding agreement for the sale of land in a 
subdivision or partition, including but not limited to, advertising, solicitation, and promotion of such 
sale of land. 
 
Net Metering Power Facility - A facility for the production of energy that: 
 

a. Generates energy using means listed in ORS or OAR such as solar power, wind power, 
fuel cells, hydroelectric power, landfill gas, digester gas, waste, dedicated energy crops 
available on a renewable basis or low-emission, nontoxic biomass based on solid 
organic fuels from wood, forest or field residues but not including the production of 
biofuel as authorized by ORS 215.203(2)(b)(K) in all zones which allow “Farm Use” and 
215.283(1)(r) in the Exclusive Farm Use zone;   
 

b. Is intended to offset part of the customer-generator’s requirements for energy; 
 

c. Will operate in parallel with a utility’s existing transmission and distribution facilities;  
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d. Is consistent with generating capacity as specified in ORS 757.300 and/or OAR 860-

039-0010 as well as any other applicable regulations;  
 

e. Is located on the same tract as the use(s) to which it is accessory and the power 
generating facility, tract, and use(s) are all under common ownership and management.   

 
See “Non-Commercial/Stand Alone Power Generating Facility”, “Commercial Power 
Generating Facility” and “Small Scale Commercial Power Generating Facility” for additional 
definitions related to energy production.  (Added 4/12) 

 
Non-Commercial/Stand Alone Power Generating Facility: 
 

a. Generates energy using means listed in ORS or OAR such as solar power, wind power, 
fuel cells, hydroelectric power, landfill gas, digester gas, waste, dedicated energy crops 
available on a renewable basis or low-emission, nontoxic biomass based on solid 
organic fuels from wood, forest or field residues but not including the production of 
biofuel as authorized by ORS 215.203(2)(b)(K) in all zones which allow “Farm Use” and 
215.283(1)(r) in the Exclusive Farm Use zone; 
 

b. Is intended to provide all of the generator’s requirements for energy for the tract or the 
specific lawful accessory use that it is connected to; 
 

c. Operates as a standalone power generator not connected to a utility grid; and 
 

d.  Is located on the same tract as the use(s) to which it is accessory and the power 
generating facility, tract, and use(s) are all under common ownership and management. 

 
See “Net Metering Power Facility”, “Commercial Power Generating Facility”, and “Small 
Scale Commercial Power Generating Facility” for additional definitions related to energy 
production.  (Added 4/12) 

 
Nonconforming Structure or Use - A lawful existing structure or use at the time this Ordinance or 
any amendment thereto becomes effective, which does not conform to the requirements of the 
zone in which it is located. 
 
Non-Resource Zones - Zones within the jurisdiction of this ordinance that are not protected by 
either Oregon Land Use Planning Goal 3, Agricultural Lands or Goal 4, Forest Lands.  (Added 
4/12) 
 
Nursing Home - Any home or institution maintained or operating for the nursing and care of four 
(4) or more ill or infirm adults, not requiring hospital care or hospital facilities. 
 
Official Map - Specifically describes the location of streets, highways, public parks, drainage 
systems and other public installations, both existing and planned, in the community.  Once land 
has been placed on the official map, the Ordinance so providing restricts any further construction 
with the planned rights-of-way.  The Official Map helps to implement the comprehensive plan. 
 

Operational High Pool Elevation (EPD 6) - The high pool elevation for Pine Hollow and Rock 
Creek Reservoirs shall be considered to be the approved operational outfall elevation 
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determined by Oregon Water Resources Department. 

 
O.R.S. - The Oregon Revised Statutes. 
 
Owner - The individual, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, or corporation having sufficient 
proprietary interest in the land sought to be subdivided to commence and maintain proceedings to 
subdivide the same under these regulations. 
 
(Legal) Parcel - A unit of land created as follows: 
 

a. A lot in an existing, duly recorded subdivision; or 
 
b. A parcel in an existing, duly recorded major or minor land partition; or 
 
c. By deed or land sales contract prior to September 4, 1974. 

 
A unit of land shall not be considered a separate parcel simply because the subject tract of 
land; 

 
a. Is a unit of land created solely to establish a separate tax account; 
 
b. Lies in different counties; 
 
c. Lies in different sections or government lots; 
 
d. Lies in different land use or zoning designations; or 
 
e. Is dissected by a public or private road. 

 
OWRD - Oregon Water Resources Department.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Park (Model) Trailer - Means a vehicle built on a single chassis, mounted on wheels, designed to 
provide recreational, seasonal or temporary living quarters which may be connected to utilities 
necessary for operation of installed fixtures and appliances and with a gross trailer area not 
exceeding 400 square feet when in the setup mode.  Such a vehicle shall be referred to, and 
identified by the manufacturer or converter, as a recreational vehicle. (OAR-918-500-0005 (30))” 
 
Parking Lot, Private - Open off-street area used for temporary parking of more than three (3) 
automobiles, and available with or without charge, and with the permission of owner only. 
 
Parking Lot, Public - Open off-street area used for temporary parking of more than three (3) 
automobiles, and available for public use with or without charge. 
 
Parking Space - A minimum gross area available for the parking of a standard American 
automobile. 
 
Parkway - A parklike major thoroughfare with broad rights-of-way and wide median areas, 
designed and landscaped to furnish a safe and pleasing drive between parks, scenic areas and 
principal objectives. 
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Partition - Either an act of partitioning land or an area or tract of land partitioned as defined in this 
section.  (Revised 1/92) 
 
Partition Land - To divide an area or tract of land into two or three parcels within a calendar year 
when such area or tract of land exists as a unit or contiguous units of land under single ownership 
at the beginning of such year.  "Partition land" does not include divisions of land resulting from the 
creation of cemetery lots; and "partition land" does not include any adjustment of a lot line by the 
relocation of a common boundary where any additional parcel is not created and where the existing 
parcel reduced in size by the adjustment is not reduced below the minimum lot size established by 
an applicable zoning ordinance.  "Partition land" does not include the sale of a lot in a recorded 
subdivision, even though the lot may have been acquired prior to the sale with other contiguous 
lots or property by a single owner. 
 
Party - With respect to administrative actions, the following persons or entities only, who file a 
timely statement or request for hearing as provided by general provisions of this Ordinance, are 
hereby defined as a party: 
 

a. The applicant and all owners or contract purchasers of record, as shown in the files of the 
Wasco County Assessor's Office, of the property which is the subject of the application. 

 
b. All property owners of record, as provided in (a) above, within the notification area, as 

described in section 2.080 A.2., of the property which is the subject of the application. 
 
c. A Citizen Advisory Group pursuant to the Citizen Involvement Program approved pursuant 

to O.R.S. 197.160. 
 
d. Any affected unit of local government or public district or state or federal agency. 
 
e. Any other person, or his representative, who is specifically,  personally or adversely 

affected in the subject matter, as determined by the Approving Authority. (Revised 1/92) 
 
Pathway - A walkway conforming to Chapter 21 that is not within a street right-of-way. 
 
Pedestrian Way - A way or right-of-way for pedestrian traffic. 
 
Person - An individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, syndicate, or any 
legal entity, and including any trustee, receiver, assignee, or other similar representative thereof. 
 
Person Designated to Produce Marijuana by a Registry Identification Cardholder –  
A person designated to produce marijuana by a registry identification cardholder under Oregon 
Revised Statutes 475.304 who produces marijuana for a registry identification cardholder at an 
address other than the address where the registry identification cardholder resides.  

 
Place of Public Assembly - A structure which is designed to accommodate more than twenty-five 
(25) persons at one time for such purposes as deliberation, education, worship, shopping, 
entertainment or amusement. 
 
Planning Commission - Wasco County Planning Commission.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Planning Control Area - An area in a state of incomplete development within which special control 
is to be exercised over land partitioning. 
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Planning Department - Wasco County Planning Department.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Plat - A special and final map, diagram or drawing of a subdivision, major or minor partition 
prepared from completed information, containing writings, descriptions, locations, specification, 
dedications, provisions, and information concerning a subdivision, being drawn to scale to 
geometrically represent defined land and setting forth all mathematical data necessary to the 
identification, location and perpetuation of the various land boundaries indicated thereon, without 
recourse to supplementary metes and bounds description for conveyances. 
 
Porch - Outside walking area, the floor of which is elevated more than eight (8) inches from the 
ground. 
 
Power - The rate at which work is performed or energy is converted.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Private Easement Road - A minimum 30 foot wide private easement in any zone that provides 
ingress and egress to a public or private road for not more than three (3) units of land and serves 
not more than three (3) units of land. 
 
Private Road - A road in a resource zone (F-1, F-2, & A-1) whose primary purpose is to provide 
access for resource activities, that was accepted by the County Governing Body pursuant to 
Section 21.300 of this Ordinance or has been previously recognized by the County Governing 
Body and which is not public, but which intersects with an existing public road.   
 
Property Line Adjustment - The relocation of a common property line between two abutting 
properties where an additional unit of land is not created and where the existing unit of land 
reduced in size by the adjustment complies with any additional zoning regulations. 
 
Public Road - A road over which the public has a right of use that is a matter of public record and 
was legally created at the time of dedication. 
 
Ramada - A freestanding roof or shade structure installed above the roof of a mobile home that 
provides protection from rain, snow, sun or other forms of inclement weather. 
 
Recreational Vehicle or Camping Vehicle - A vacation trailer or other unit with or without motive 
power which is designed for human occupancy and to be used temporarily for recreational or 
emergency purposes, but not for residential purposes, and is identified as a recreational vehicle by 
the manufacturer.  A recreational or camping vehicle shall be considered a dwelling unit if any of 
the following are true:  
  

a. It is connected to a sewer system (including septic tank) except for the purpose of 
emptying the holding tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 

 
b. It is connected to water or electrical lines except for purposes of charging the batteries or 

filling water tanks; after such time it must be disconnected; 
 
NOTE: Allowances can be made for subsections a and b above if in the opinion of the 
Compliance Officer evidence suggests that the use of the RV is occasional and 
temporary for the purpose of accommodating visitors 

 
c. It is occupied for more than 60 days, on the same property, in any consecutive 12 month 

period; or 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_(physics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_(physics)
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d. It is parked on property that is without a legally placed dwelling for more than 30 days 

during any 6 month period. 
 
Recreational Vehicle Park - A lot or tract where the primary land use is the parking, on a fee or 
other basis, occupied by motor homes, truck campers, travel trailers, or other recreational vehicles. 
 
Related or Supporting Facilities to a Commercial Power Generating Facility - Any 
structure, proposed to be constructed or substantially modified in connection with the 
construction of a commercial power generating facility, including associated transmission lines, 
power collector lines, substations connected to the power generating facility, meteorological 
towers (not including meteorological towers applied for independent of the commercial power 
generating facility), data collection & operating systems, construction staging & laydown areas, 
storage facilities, intake structures, road and rail access, barge basins, operation & maintenance 
buildings, and other accessory structures and buildings.  A related or supporting facility is 
considered “in connection with the construction of the commercial power generating facility” if it 
would not be built or substantially modified but for construction or operation of the energy 
facility. 
  
“Related or supporting facilities” does not include geothermal or underground gas storage 
reservoirs, production, injection or monitoring wells or wellhead equipment or pumps or any 
structure existing prior to construction of the energy facility, unless such structure must be 
significantly modified solely to serve the energy facility.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Replat - The act of platting the lots, parcels and easements in a recorded subdivision or partition 
plat to achieve a reconfiguration of the existing subdivision or partition plat, or to increase or 
decrease the number of lots in a subdivision, or to correct an irregularity or error in the original plat.  
(Added 1/92) 
 
Reserved Open Space - Land areas reserved through public dedication, public ownership, 
easements, covenants, or other devices for public use and limited development. 
 
Residential Trailer - A portable residence that is transportable on public highways by permanently 
attached axles, the dimensions of which do not exceed thirty-two (32) feet in length, or eight (8) 
feet in width, or any equivalent dimension combination. 
 
Resource Zones - Zones within the jurisdiction of this ordinance that are protected by either 
Oregon Land Use Planning Goal 3, Agricultural Lands or Goal 4, Forest Lands.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Restaurant - A public establishment for the purpose of selling meals to customers. 
 
Retirement Center - A building or group of buildings containing separate dwelling units designed 
for and occupied principally (at least one occupant of each dwelling unit), by persons over the age 
of sixty (60) years, excluding convalescent and nursing care as a function of the center. 
 
Reversed Corner Lot - A corner lot where the street side line is substantially a continuation of the 
front lot line of the first lot to its rear. 
 
Review Types - 
 

a. Type I (Nondiscretionary (formerly referred to as “ministerial”) 



 
 

Chapter 1 – Introductory Provisions  1-29 
Amended January 11, 2016 
 

These procedures are decided by the Director, or the Director’s designee without public 
notice or public hearing.  They do not require interpretation or the exercise of policy or 
legal judgment in evaluating approval standards.  Type I does not qualify as a “land use 
decision” under Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 197.015(11).   

 
b. Type II (Administrative/Discretionary) 

These procedures are decided by the Director or the Director’s designee with notice, as 
established by Chapter 2, and appeal period established by ORS 215.416(11).  They do 
require interpretation or the exercise of policy or legal judgment in evaluating approval 
standards and qualify as a land use decision under ORS 197.015(11). An appeal of a 
Type II decision becomes a Type III review. 

 
c. Type III (Quasi Judicial/Planning Commission or County Governing Body) 

 
Planning Commission 
These procedures are initially heard and decided solely by the Planning Commission or 
on appeal from the Planning Director with the hearings process, notice and appeal 
period governed by ORS 197.763.  They do require interpretation or the exercise of 
policy or legal judgment in evaluating approval standards and qualify as a land use 
decision under ORS 197.015(11).  

 
County Governing Body 
These procedures are initially heard and decided solely by the County Governing Body 
or on appeal from the Planning Commission with the hearings process, notice and 
appeal period governed by ORS 197.763.  They do require interpretation or the exercise 
of policy or legal judgment in evaluating approval standards and qualify as a land use 
decision under ORS 197.015(11). 

 
d. Type IV (Legislative/County Governing Body) 

These procedures are heard and decided solely by the County Governing Body after an 
initial hearing and recommendation is made by the Planning Commission.  The hearings 
process, notice and appeal period are governed by ORS 197.763.  They do require 
substantial interpretation or the exercise of policy or legal judgment and qualify as a land 
use decision under ORS 197.015(11).   

 
Right-of-Way - The area between boundary lines of a road, street or other easement.  Right-of-
way includes passageways such as freeways, pedestrian connections, alleys, and all streets.  A 
right-of-way shall be dedicated or deeded to the public for public use and under the control of a 
public agency, or it shall be dedicated or deeded and privately owned.  
 
Road - The entire right-of-way of any public or private way that provides ingress to or egress from 
property by means of vehicles or other means or that provides travel between places by means of 
vehicles.  "Road" includes, but is not limited to: 
 

a. Ways described as streets, highways, throughways, or alleys; 
 
b. Road related structures that are in the right-of-way such as tunnels, culverts or similar 

structures; and 
 
c. Structures that provide for continuity of the right-of-way such as bridges. 
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Road Department – Wasco County Public Works Department.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Roadway - The portion or portions of a right-of-way developed for vehicular traffic. 
 
Rotor -  1)  A system of rotating aerodynamic elements and hub assembly attached to a shaft that 
converts the kinetic energy in the wind into mechanical energy; 2)  Rotating element in an electrical 
generator. 
 
Rotor Diameter - Twice the distance from the center of rotation to the outermost point of the blade. 
 
Sale or Sell - Includes every disposition or transfer of land in a subdivision or partition or an 
interest or estate therein. 
 
School, Commercial - A building where instruction is given to pupils in arts, crafts, or trades, and 
operated as a commercial enterprise, as distinguished from schools endowed and/or supported by 
taxation. 
 
School, Elementary - A school offering instruction to one (1) or more grades, between and 
including the fifth through the eighth, exclusively, or in combination with grades lower than the fifth. 
 
School, High - A school offering instruction to one (1) or more grades, between and including the 
ninth through the twelfth, or in combination with the seventh and eighth grades. 
 
School, Nursery - A school offering instruction and guided activity to kindergarten or 
pre-kindergarten classes. 
 
School, Primary - A school offering instruction to one (1) or more grades, between and including 
kindergarten through the fourth. 
 
School, Private or Parochial - A school under the control of and financed primarily by a religious 
or philanthropic and non-profit institution operating in conformance with relevant State Department 
of Education regulations. 
 
School, Public - A school under the control of and financed by legally constituted public school 
districts in the State of Oregon. 
 
Sectional Home - Defined the same as a modular home. 
 
Sensitive Wildlife Habitat - Land areas incorporated in wildlife preserves, refuges, or game 
management areas; land areas identified as winter range by the Wildlife Commission, State of 
Oregon; and land areas providing habitat for rare or endangered species listed by the Wildlife 
Commission, State of Oregon, or by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, United States 
Department of the Interior. 
 
Series Partition/ Series Partitioned Lands - A series of partitions of land resulting in the 
creation of four or more parcels over a period of more than one calendar year. 
 
Series Partitioner - Means any person who causes land to be series partitioned into a series 
partition, or who undertakes to develop a series partition, but does not include a public agency 
or officer authorized by law to make partitions. 
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Sewage -  Water-carried human or animal waste and kitchen, bath, or laundry waste, from a 
building, together with such groundwater infiltration and surface water as may be present. 
 
Shadow Flicker - The alternating changes in light intensity caused by the movement of Wind 
Turbine blades casting shadows on the ground or a stationary object. Shadow Flicker is not the 
sun seen through a spinning wind turbine rotor, nor what an individual might view moving 
through the shadows of a wind turbine. 
 
Shooting Course - Any lot(s) or parcel(s) where target shooting (excluding hunting preserves) is 
conducted on a commercial basis.   
 
Sidewalk - A pedestrian walkway with permanent surfacing. 
 
Sign - An identification, description, illustration, or device which is affixed to or represented, directly 
or indirectly, upon a building, structure, or land and which directs attention to a product, place, 
activity, person, institution or business.  Each display surface of a sign other than two (2) surfaces 
parallel and back-to-back on the same structure shall be considered a sign. 
 
Sign, Advertising - A sign which directs attention to a business, product, activity, or service which 
is not necessarily conducted, sold or offered upon the premises where such a sign is located. 
 
Significant Adverse Effect - A consequence of a facility that irreparably reduces management of 
or damages a resource listed as a standard and identified in the comprehensive plan and the 
Wasco County Land Use and Development ordinances. 
 
Significant Archaeological Sites - Sites possessing valuable artifacts or evidence of prehistoric 
cultures, including areas catalogued by the National Park Service, United States Department of the 
Interior, and areas identified by academic institutions. 
 
Significant Change - A change in an existing facility which increases the impact of the facility on 
abutting properties.  This provision shall be interpreted broadly to invoke review of any potentially 
significant change.  However, a significant change shall not include ordinary and regular 
maintenance, actions such as research, monitoring, and impact mitigation that were authorized or 
required by law.  Significant change shall not include other actions, such as reconducting, which 
may increase the useful life of the facility without increasing long-term, off-site impacts. 
 
Single-wide Mobile Home - One (1) complete living unit constructed on a single chassis. 
 
Slope - An incline in an oblique direction from the perpendicular. 
 
Small Scale Commercial Power Generating Facility (Utility Facility For The Purpose Of 
Generating Power) - A facility for the production of energy and its related components that: 
 

a. Generates energy using means listed in ORS or OAR such as solar power, wind power, 
fuel cells, hydroelectric power, thermal power, geothermal power, landfill gas, digester 
gas, waste, dedicated energy crops available on a renewable basis or low-emission, 
nontoxic biomass based on solid organic fuels from wood, forest or field residues but not 
including the production of biofuel as authorized by ORS 215.203(2)(b)(K) in all zones 
which allow “Farm Use” and 215.283(1)(r) in the Exclusive Farm Use zone;  and 

 
b. Is primarily intended to offset the customer-generator’s requirements for energy but may 
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produce more than they can consume.  
 
See “Commercial Power Generating Facility”, “Net Metering Power Facility” and “Non-
Commercial/Stand Alone Power Generating Facility” for additional definitions related to 
energy production.  (Added 4/12) 

 
Solar Access - The right of a property owner to have sunlight shine onto the property owner’s 
land.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Solar Energy Facility - A facility which converts solar energy for electricity generation, space 
heating, space cooling or water heating and which consists of solar panels, photovoltaic 
laminates, electrical lines, pipes, batteries, mounting brackets, frames, foundation and other 
appurtenances or devices necessary for the operation of the system wherever installed.  (Added 
4/12)   
 
Solid Waste - All putrescible and non-putrescible waste, including, but not limited to, garbage, 
rubbish, refuse, ashes, waste paper and cardboard, grass clippings, composts, sewer sludge, 
residential, commercial, and industrial appliances, equipment and furniture, discarded or 
inoperable vehicles, vehicle parts or vehicle tires, manure, vegetable or animal solid and 
semisolid waste and dead animals. The term Solid Waste does not include:  
 

a.  Materials used for fertilizer or for other productive purposes on land in the growing and 
harvesting of crops or the raising of fowl or animals;  

 
b.  Septic tank and cesspool pumping or chemical toilet waste;  
 
c.  Reusable beverage containers as defined in ORS 459A.725; and  
 
d.  Source separated principal recyclable materials as defined in ORS Chapter 459 and the 

Rules promulgated there under, which have been purchased or exchanged for fair 
market value.  

 
Sound Power is the acoustical energy emitted by the sound source, and is an absolute value.  
It is not affected by the environment.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Sound Pressure is a pressure disturbance in the atmosphere whose intensity is influenced not 
only by the strength of the source, but also by the surroundings and the distance from the 
source to the receiver. Sound pressure is what ears hear and what sound meters measure.  
(Added 4/12) 
 
Special District - Any unit of local government other than city or county, authorized and regulated 
by statute.  Special district includes, but is not limited to:  water control districts, irrigation districts, 
port districts, regional air quality control authorities, fire districts, mass transit districts, and sanitary 
districts. 
 
Special Road District – For the purposes of improving roads, special road districts may be formed 
from contiguous territory lying within the county and not incorporated within the limits of a city. 
Special road districts are governed by a board of commissioners, either appointed or elected. 
Special road districts have the following powers: to make contracts; to acquire, hold, receive and 
dispose of real and personal property; to sue and be sued; to exercise the power of eminent 
domain; to assess, levy and collect taxes on all taxable property within the district; and to do any 
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other act necessary to carry out purposes of the special road district. See ORS 371.305. 
 
Stable, Private - A detached accessory building for the keeping of horses owned by the occupants 
of the premises and which are not kept for remuneration or profit. 
 
Story - That portion of a building included between the upper surface of any floor and the upper 
surface of the floor next above it, except the top story shall be that portion of a building included 
between the upper surface of the topmost floor and the ceiling or roof above. 
 
Story, Half - A story under a gable, hip or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at least two (2) 
opposite exterior walls are not more than two (2) feet above the floor of such story. 
 
Street - The entire width between the right-of-way lines of every way for vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic, and includes terms, "roads", "highways", "land", "place", "avenue", "alley", and other similar 
designations. 
 
Street Plug or Reserve Strip - A narrow strip of land controlling access to a street or half street, 
title to which is dedicated to the County and the disposal of which land shall be placed within the 
jurisdiction of the County Governing Body for disposal under conditions approved by the 
Commission. 
 
Structure - Anything constructed, erected or air inflated, permanent or temporary, which requires 
location on the ground. Among other things, structure includes buildings, walls, fences, billboards, 
poster panels and parking lots.  Retaining walls less than four (4) feet in height are not considered 
structures for the sake of general property line setbacks. 
 
Subdivide - To effect a subdivision, as applied to this Ordinance. 
 
Subdivider - Any person, as defined herein, who undertakes proceedings to effect a subdivision of 
land, including changes in street or lot lines, for the purpose of transfer of ownership of 
development. 
 
Subdivide Land - To divide an area or tract of land into four or more lots within a calendar year 
when such area or tract of land exists as a unit or contiguous units of land under a single 
ownership at the beginning of such year. 
 
Subdivision - Either an act of subdividing land or an area or tract of land subdivided as defined in 
this section. 
 
Swept Area - Area perpendicular to the wind velocity that a rotor will cover during one complete 
rotation. 
 
Tax Lot - An identification number assigned by the Oregon Department of Revenue to delineate 
property ownership for the purpose of taxation.  (Added 1/92) 
 
Tentative Plan Map for Minor Partition - A drawing or diagram prepared from completed 
information, in compliance with regulations and ordinances adopted pursuant to O.R.S. 92.046, 
and regulations of O.R.S. 209.205, representing defined land, setting forth intentions in writing, and 
including relative mathematical and descriptive data for preparation of conveyances by metes and 
bounds descriptions. 
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Theoretical Horsepower - The product of the flow used by a hydroelectric facility, expressed in 
cubic feet per second, multiplied by the head, expressed in feet, divided by 8.8. 
 
Through Lot - Lot having frontage on two streets. 
 
Tiedowns - Strapping or cables attached to the mobile home and connected to anchors 
embedded in the ground, which secure a mobile home from damage and movement during high 
winds. 
 
Tower - monopole, freestanding, or guyed structure.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Tourist Court - A group of attached or detached buildings containing separate rooms or living 
units for the temporary use of automobile travelers, having garage attached or parking space 
adjacent to every unit, including auto courts, motels, or motor cottages. 
 
Tract - One or more contiguous lots or parcels in the same ownership.   
 
Travel Trailer - A recreation vehicle that is not used as a permanent residence, is transportable on 
public highways by permanently attached axles, and does not exceed thirty-two (32) feet in length, 
or eight (8) feet in width, or any equivalent dimension combination. 
 
Truck Camper - A recreation vehicle, camper, or canopy that fits onto the bed of a pickup or 
flat-bed truck, and that is not used as a permanent residence. 
 
Unique Ecologic Associations - Land areas where species composition, vegetative 
characteristics, or systems variations produce ecologic patterns of unusual and rare quality that 
cannot be observed elsewhere in Wasco County. 
 
Unique Geological Features - Fossil beds, formation type locations, and major structural features 
that cannot be observed elsewhere in the State of Oregon. 
 
Unit of Land - An area of contiguous land at least of sufficient size to meet minimum zoning 
requirements for use, coverage of an area, and to provide such yards and other open spaces as 
are required by this Ordinance; such property shall have frontage on a public street, or such other 
access approved by the Commission or Court under provisions of this ordinance.  A unit of land 
may be: 
 

a. A single lot of record; 
 
b. A lot as defined herein; 
 
c. A parcel, as defined herein. 

 
Upwind - On the same side as the direction from which the prevailing wind is blowing – 
windward.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Use - The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, designed or intended, or for which 
either land or a building is not or may be occupied or maintained. 
 
Use, Conditional - The term applied to use which may be permitted by the application for, the 
issuance of a Conditional Use Permit. 
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Use Permit - A permit allowing a specific use. 
 
Use, Professional - The place of business of a person engaged in a profession such as 
accountant, architect, artist, attorney-at-law, professional engineer, land surveyor, insurance agent, 
real estate broker, landscape architect, or practitioner of the human healing arts. 
 
Use, Prohibited - A use not allowed in a zoning district. 
 
Utility Facility (Minor) (Non-Resource Zones Only) - Any minor facility owned or operated by a 
public, private or cooperative company for the local distribution or provision of sewer, water, 
gas, electricity (utility facility service lines), data, radio or telephone.  Cell towers, any structure 
over 75’ in height, and utility facilities that require a Goal 11 Exception constitute a “Utility 
Facility (Major)”.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Utility Facility (Major) (Non-Resource Zones Only) - Any major facility owned or operated by a 
public, private or cooperative company for the generation, transmission, regional distribution or 
processing of its productions or for the disposal of cooling water, waste or by-products, and 
including, major trunk pipelines, water towers, sewage lagoons, sanitary landfills, structures 
over 75’ in height, cell towers and similar facilities, and any utility facility that requires a Goal 11 
Exception, but excluding electrical transmission facilities, & natural gas or petroleum product 
pipelines.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Utility Facilities Necessary for Public Service (EFU & Forest Zones Only) - Unless otherwise 
specified, any facility owned or operated by a public, private or cooperative company for the 
transmission, distribution or processing of its products or for the disposal of cooling water, waste 
or by-products, and including, major trunk pipelines, reservoirs (may require a Goal 3 or Goal 4 
exception), dams & other hydroelectric facilities, water towers, sewage lagoons, cell towers, 
electrical transmission facilities (except transmission towers over 200’ in height) including 
substations not associated with a commercial power generating facilities and other similar 
facilities.  (Amended 4/12) 
 
Utility Facility Service Lines - Utility lines and accessory facilities or structures that end at the 
point where the utility service is received by the customer and that are located on one or more of 
the following:  
 

a. A public right of way; 
 
b. Land immediately adjacent to a public right of way, provided the written consent of all 

adjacent property owners has been obtained; or 
 
c. The property to be served by the utility. 

 
d. In the case of non-EFU land, within a utility easement.  (d. added 4/12) 

 
Variance - A specific deviation from a part of this Ordinance. 
 
Vehicle Site - The area or place used for parking occupied residential trailers or recreational 
vehicles, and may include sewer, water, gas or electrical hook-ups.  Places used to store 
unoccupied recreational vehicles are not considered to be recreational vehicle sites. 
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Veterinary Hospital - An institution providing overnight medical services for sick and injured 
animals, and including such related facilities as laboratories, X-ray, and boarding. 
 
Veterinary Office - An office which provides medical services for sick and injured animals on an 
out-patient basis. 
 
Walkway - A sidewalk or pathway, including access ways, providing a pedestrian connection 
that is improved to County standards, or to other roadway authority standards, as applicable. 
See also, Access, Pathway, Sidewalk.  
 
Water Dependent Uses - Uses that absolutely require, and cannot exist without, access or 
proximity to, or siting within, a water body to fulfill their basic purpose.  Water dependent uses 
include but are not limited to: docks, wharfs, piers, certain fish and wildlife structures, boat 
launch facilities and marinas.  Dwellings, parking lots, spoil and dump sites, restaurants, trailer 
parks, resorts, and motels are not water dependent. 
 
Water Related Uses - Uses not directly dependent upon access to a water body, but whose 
presence facilitates public and private access to and enjoyment of a water body. Water related 
uses include but are not limited to: boardwalks, trails, observatories, decks, and interpretive 
aids. Dwellings, parking lots, spoil and dump sites, restaurants, trailer parks, resorts, and motels 
are not water related. 
 
Waterbody - A lake, wetland, or Class I or Class II stream. 
 
Watt - A unit of measure for the rate of energy conversion.  Equal to 1 joule of energy per 
second.  (Added 4/12) 
 
Wind Turbine Horizontal Axis - A wind turbine on which the rotor axis substantially is parallel to 
the ground. 
 
Wind Turbine Tower - Subsystem of a wind turbine that supports the rotor, or other collection 
device, above-ground. 
 
Wind Turbine Vertical Axix - A wind turbine where the rotor axis is vertical. 
 
Wetland - Land areas, excluding those defined in ORS 197.767, where excess water is the 
dominant factor determining the nature of soil development and the types of plant and animal 
communities living at the soil surface.  Wetland soils retain sufficient moisture to support aquatic or 
semi-aquatic plant life.  In marine and estuarine areas, wetlands are bounded at the lower extreme 
by extreme low water; in freshwater areas, by a depth of six feet.  The areas below wetlands are 
submerged lands. (revised 2/89) 
 
Wind Access Rights - The right of a property owner to have unobstructed  commercially viable 
wind available to the property owner’s land.  (Added 4/12) 
  
Wind Energy Facility - A facility producing energy from wind and its related or supporting facilities. 
(Amended 4/12) 
 
Yard - An open space on a lot with a building and bounded on one (1) or more sides by such 
building, such space being unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward. 
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Yard, Front - A yard between the front line of the main building (exclusive of steps), and the front 
property line.  Front property line is that side of a lot or parcel where access is obtained from a 
street or road. 
 
Yard, Rear - An open, unoccupied space on the same lot with the main building, between the rear 
line of the main building (exclusive of steps, porches, and accessory buildings), and the rear line of 
the lot. 
 
Yard, Side - An open, unoccupied space on the same lot with the main building, between the side 
wall line of the main building and the side line of the lot. 
 
Youth/Family Camp - An area devoted to facilities and equipment for camp purposes for youths 
and adults, including swimming pools, tennis courts, recreational fields and facilities for meetings, 
conferences or retreats, including facilities for eating and sleeping accommodations that are 
provided in connection with the camp (Added 9/18/97). 
 
Yurt - A round, domed shelter of cloth or canvas on a collapsible frame.  

 


