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QUASI JUDICIAL HEARING:
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Request by Union Pacific Railroad and their land use consultants, CH2M Hill, to expand an

existing railroad siding on either side of Mosier, Oregon for 4.02 miles of new second
mainline track and realigned existing track; place five new equipment shelters; install
drainage structures, a retaining wall, new lighting and signage, and wireless
communication poles; modify existing utilities, temporary landing zones for construction;
construct temporary and permanent access roads; and a property line adjustment. The
request also includes off-site wetland mitigation east of the primary project site.
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Date: September 6, 2016

To: Wasco County Planning Commission

From: Wasco County Planning Office

Subject: Submittal for Hearing dated September 6, 2016

QUASI JUDICIAL HEARING:
PLASAR-15-01-0004

Request by Union Pacific Railroad and their land use consultants, CH2M Hill, to expand an
existing railroad siding on either side of Mosier, Oregon for 4.02 miles of new second
mainline track and realigned existing track; place five new equipment shelters; install
drainage structures, a retaining wall, new lighting and signage, and wireless
communication poles; modify existing utilities, temporary landing zones for construction;
construct temporary and permanent access roads; and a property line adjustment. The
request also includes off-site wetland mitigation east of the primary project site.
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Barbara Robison <brjr@gorge.net> Tue, Sep 6, 2016 at 8:11 AM
Reply-To: brjr@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Barbara Robison
PO Box 92
White Salmon, WA 88672

September 6, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

+ The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pagcific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
PC1SUP1-204
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

<The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which inciudes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Barbara Robison

PC 1SUP1-205
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Margaret Nesbit <mnesbit33@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 6, 2016 at 7:31 AM
Reply-To: mnesbit33@gmail.com .
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Margaret Nesbit
2128 Haylift Lane
Mosier, OR 97040

September 6, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

+ Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT'’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

+ The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

+ A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

+ The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

+ The prOJect would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg(c:qeglj: defra%ed by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

+ The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

 Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

» Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetiands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Margaret Nesbit

PC 1 SUP 1 - 207
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Gretchen Randolph <grandoiph.np@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 11:10 PM
Reply-To: grandolph.np@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Gretchen Randolph
13635 sw 115th Ave
Portland, OR 97223

September 6, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,
Regarding the oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016

Last weekend | stood near the railroad tracks, and watched the tracks lift and drop as the oil train rolled over the ground.
Many of the spikes were 1/3 out of their position. Seven spikes were lying near the tracks. Common sense tells one- the
tracks are not capable of taking the weight and frequency of trains currently using the gorge tracks. Go see for your self,
experience the oil trains impact on the ground under you.

The only reason the Moiser derailment didn't kill the school children and everyone in town, was the fortuitous fact: the
wind was down.

Union Pacific should be held to major safety improvements. Until they can prove they will never have equipment failure,
their right to pass through the Gorge should be limited to non explosive cargo. No coal, no oil, no nuclear waste, no
gasoline, etc.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Gretchen Randolph

PC1SUP1-208
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Martha Stevenson <marthazstevenson@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 8:20 PM
Reply-To: marthazstevenson@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Martha Stevenson
PO Box 1878
White Salmon, WA 98672

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue il shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

+ Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates il trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of cil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

+ A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattemn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific. '

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sceﬂ&ﬁfeglij,l:g%r_a%gby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

+ The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is hot allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

+ Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

» Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Martha Stevenson

PC1SUP1-210
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wcplanning wcplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Julia Ingram <waltandlee@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 4:20 PM
Reply-To: waltandlee@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Julia Ingram
407 13th St
Bellingham, WA 98225

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

As owners of 2 condos at Mosier Creek Condominiums, | am against the construction of new track both for the
environmental impact and safety risk to the immediate area and the larger impact of facilitating faster use of fossil fuels

globally.

Sincerely,
Julia Ingram

PC1SUP1-211
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Jean Avery <JeanMAvery@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 1:49 PM
Reply-To: JeanMAvery@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Jean Avery
13314 SE 19th St.
Vancouver, WA 98683

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,
Please DENY Union Pacific's application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR.

The new track and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic
Area, the Columbia River, public health, and the environment.

There are MANY reasons to deny this application: risk to communities, the scenic Gorge, the environment, the climate.

More trains would negatively impact recreation sites, wetlands, Native American cultural resources, and communities in
the Gorge. The proposed new track would pass through some of the most ecologically sensitive lands in the Gorge.

It would also facilitate long, heavy trains traveling at high speeds and carrying explosive crude oil bound for terminals
proposed throughout the Northwest. This includes the Tesoro Savage oil terminal proposal in Vancouver, potentially the
largest oil-by-rail terminal in North America.

A recent report from rail traffic experts issued this month found that Union Pacific's statements of how much this rail
expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated.

As a resident of Vancouver and a regular hiker in the Gorge, | urge you to deny this application. We dont need more

accidents like the one in Mosier.

Sincerely,
Jean Avery

PC1SUP1-212
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Joseph Gush <bob.gush@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 12:39 PM
Reply-To: bob.gush@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Joseph Gush
9100 NE 17 St
Vancouver, WA 98664

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SC@E &resal-iﬁ:;jigraﬂi%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pagific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
wouid have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Joseph Gush
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Agnes Paul <birdport@wavecable.com> ’ Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 12:09 PM
Reply-To: birdport@wavecable.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Agnes Paul
P O Box 184
Rhododendron, OR 97049

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area, the Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to
build new coal and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of
coal trains, and dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following
reasons:

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

« The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altemnatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

« Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.
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*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Thank you for your kind consideration,
Agnes Paul
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Lisa Cook <lnaascook@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 11:59 AM
Reply-To: Inaascook@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Lisa Cook
1530 22nd Street
Hood River, OR 97031

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

| ask you to deny the application for additional track to transport il by rail through Wasco County. As a mother and wife
of an emergency responder, | am very concermed about the risks an oil train derailment poses to our environment, our
communities along the rail line, and those emergency responders who must deal with accidents.

Please thoughtfully consider all of the data that those in opposition to this proposal have offered you. The accident in
Mosier in early June was a wake-up call that we all would be wise to listen to.

Thank you for your consideration.

Lisa Cook

Sincerely,
Lisa Cook
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Pamela Tindall <pamtindalli@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 11:09 AM
Reply-To: pamtindall@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Pamela Tindall
199 Oak Ridge Road
White Salmon, WA 98672

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific quickly
resumed running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite abjections from Governor Brown, the
govemment of Mosier and our Congressional representatives, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the
safety of our communities and environment. Any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be
halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment.

A new rail track near Mosier, OR will increase the number, length and speed of trains. The trains will pose a significant
risk to the Columbia River, public health, and the environment.

Wasco County should deny UP’s expansion plans for the following reasons:

. The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through
some of the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area and Memaloose State Park.

. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this project would increase the number, length, and speed of trains
passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increasing the risks of catastrophic derailments involving oil spills,
explosions and fires.

. Two of the criteria for conditional use review require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire
facilities and available services, nor significantly increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire
suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask you to deny the permit on these grounds

. The project threatens immeasurable harm to the water quality of the Columbia River, to surrounding wetlands and
to air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.

. The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier
Urban Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

. The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American cultural resource sites that could be
adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

In addition, the project should be reviewed as new development. Considering the size and potential impacts on the
community and surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion.
UPRR also excluded details on development within the Mosier Urban Area from the NSA application. That information
must be considered as part of NSA cumulative impacts analysis.

Sincerely,
Pamela Tindall
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Diane Winn <dgwinn@uci.edu> Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 7:09 AM
Reply-To: dgwinn@uci.edu
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Diane Winn
1500 SW 11th Ave
Portland, OR 97201

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

+ The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sceﬁi&ﬁr§@ﬂﬁ_g[a§i‘bby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

+ The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Rodger and Diane Winn
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message .

Linda Kremin <kremin@gorge.net> Sun, Sep 4, 2016 at 9:48 PM
Reply-To: kremin@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Linda Kremin
PO Box 1587
Hood River, OR 97031-0587

September 5, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

We need to deny their expansion of rail lines until we can stop their use of rail lines through our communities to move oil
by train. We also need to end the use of rail lines to move coal through the Gorge. This is my community and 1 do not
want us in further danger of derailment, fire and of pollution to our rivers. The danger to our communities needs to end

immediately.

Sincerely,
Linda Kremin
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wceplanning weplanning <weplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Charles Grist <cgrist@nwcouncil.org> Sun, Sep 4, 2016 at 2:28 PM
Reply-To: cgrist@nwcouncil.org
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Charles Grist
2425 NW Overton Street
Portland, OR 97210

September 4, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad's application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of ail, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT'’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scch;E &rgﬂﬁadigfaﬂi(éby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Charles Grist
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weplanning weplanning <weplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Glenda Lovejoy <lovejoy@gorge.net> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 8:57 PM
Reply-To: lovejoy@gorge.net
To: weplanning@c0.wasco.or.us

Glenda Lovejoy
721 Kilickitat
Lyle, WA 98645

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,
Just because it's possible to build 4 miles of mainline rail doesn't mean it's the right thing to do.

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

- Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of ail, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds. .

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pagific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment. PC 1 SUP 1 - 224
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* The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any Iland to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale wouid further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wétlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Glenda Lovejoy

PC 1SUP1-225
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Sung Man Kim <rev.sungman.kim@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 4:16 PM
Reply-To: rev.sungman.kim@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Sung Man Kim
PO box 708
Mosier, OR 97040

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the critetia for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scer:.;ié ﬁr@lhsl:gﬁ_g[ag%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Sung Man Kim

PC 1SUP1-227
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Krista Thie Hoyt <krista@gorge.net> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 3:56 PM
Reply-To: krista@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Krista Thie Hoyt
PO Box 2046, 1549 West Jewett Boulevard
White Salmon, WA 98672

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,
Dear Wasco County Planning Commission

Please deny the expansion of the Union Pacific rail lines near the town of Mosier, Oregon in the Columbia River Gorge. |
could relist most of the other concerns that citizens are submitting in opposition. However, | will keep my comments
here to one main concem. In 2002 my construction company contracted to construct a trail between the railroad tracks
and the lake (Harmony) and between the Columbia River and [-84 freeway. This is a loop of trail between Mosier Creek
and Rock Creek.

| believe the part of this trail that runs east and west along the railroad tracks would be destroyed by adding an extra
track. Part of the reasoning for the trail was to reconnect the town of Mosier with its river waterfront. Adding tracks here
further disconnects the citizens of the town from the water. Adding rails in areas away from small towns and water /
wetlands would make more sense than add them here.

Please add these points to your considerations.

Sincerely,
Krista Thie Hoyt

PC1SUP1-228
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Betty Barkley <jazzlover2014@outlook.com> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 2:56 PM
Reply-To: jazzlover2014@outlook.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Betty Barkley
5505 E. Evergreen Blvd.
Vancouver, WA 98661

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT'’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

* The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sc?gE &r@ﬂﬁjjigfaﬂ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Betty Barkley

PC1SUP1-230
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-t‘rack Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Nancy Hedrick <nanhedrick2@hotmail.com> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 10:36 AM
Reply-To: nanhedrick2@hotmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Nancy Hedrick
6902 N Villard Ave
Portland, OR 97217

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

| am opposed to the Union Pacific application PLASAR-15-01-0004 to increase the rail going through Mosier for ol
transport. The catastrophic fire of 6/3/16 in that area demonstrated the potential of rail transport of highly volatile oil to
convert to becoming massive fire danger. The safety of our communities must be paramount. Union Pacific does not
appear to be a trustworthy partner when it comes to protecting the public's safety.

Similarly, the National Scenic Area should be protected, a goal which cannot be assured with rail expansion to bring oil
and coal thru this area. Such expansion would increase transport of explosive Bakken oil.

Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including
DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act
passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this project would increase number, length,
and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase the risks of catastrophic accidents
involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review require a determination that the
proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly increase fire hazards, fire suppression
costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask you to deny the permit on these
grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

+ The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pagific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

« The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expe]g%oi. 'Sibﬁgelar_eé@_ml_/
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tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

- Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from desighated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in muiltiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Nancy Hedrick

PC1SUP1-232
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Karen Pickering <karenpickering@mac.com> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 8:16 AM
Reply-To: karenpickering@mac.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Karen Pickering
25909 NE 52nd Way
Vancouver, WA 98682-7666

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

I am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of cil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

- A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’'s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce‘g@ A_Lresfali)ngiig[aE%%by
https://mail.google.com/mail /b/193/uf0/2ui=28ik=d889b423a88view=pt&search=inbox&th=1 56f09f3b8aeaf57&siml=156f09f3b8aeafs7 12




9/6/2016 Wasco County Mail - RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Karen Pickering
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Susan Lund <Ssslund@gmail.com> Sat, Sep 3, 2016 at 8:06 AM
Reply-To: Ssslund@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Susan Lund
655 Larch Court
Hood River, OR 97031

September 3, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the foliowing reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SC%E &rﬁﬂﬁjjig[aﬂ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

« The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

« Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Susan Lund

PC1SUP1-236
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Alice Suter <ahardesty88@comcast.net> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 8:05 PM
Reply-To: ahardesty88@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Alice Suter
1106 NE Tillamook St.
Portland, OR 97212

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be haited.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pagific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

- The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SCGIQE &r?l-iﬁadigfaﬂgd]by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

« Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Alice Suter
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

William White <evermove@cableone.net> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 2:15 PM
Reply-To: evermove@cableone.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

William White
1867 N Tin Strap Trail
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, sighals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg‘@ aregwigraﬂﬁ(bby
https://mail.google.com/mail /b/193/u/0/?ui=28ik=d889b423a8Rview=pt&search=inbox&th=156ecc1 54d4eaf2c&simi=156ecc154d4eaf2c 172




9/6/2016 Wasco County Mail - RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
William White
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Greg Stiegel <cgwa@gorge.net> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 4:05 PM
Reply-To: cgwa@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Greg Stiegel
202 Oak St,
Hood Rlver, OR 97031

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of il tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattemn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce,gi&Alreglij;ngigr_agﬁby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use. ’

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Greg Stiegel

PC1SUP1-242
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COUNTY

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

William White <evermove@cableone.net> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 2:15 PM
Reply-To: evermove@cableone.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

William White
1867 N Tin Strap Trail
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’'s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the ERA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg'e &rcg’xﬂﬁ:pigraﬂﬁdsby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alteratives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
William White

PC1SUP1-244
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Jessica Jasper <jessicaejasper@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 12:44 PM
Reply-To: jessicaejasper@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Jessica Jasper
410 Elk Pond Rd
Cle Elum, WA 98922-8373

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pagific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

* The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National chg'@ ﬁresfxliﬁ:;iig[aﬂ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Jessica Jasper

PC1SUP1-246
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Charlotte Sahnow <csahnow@uoregon.edu> ' Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 12:24 PM
Reply-To: csahnow@uoregon.edu
To: weplanning@gco.wasco.or.us

Charlotte Sahnow
2756 Chad Dr
Eugene, OR 97408-7306

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

I am very concemed by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT'’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015, Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattermn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

» The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg'E &r@ﬂﬁ:pigraﬂﬁﬁby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Charlotte Sahnow

PC 1SUP 1 -248
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Mary Knoth <mary.knoth@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 11:14 AM
Reply-To: mary.knoth@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Mary Knoth
10800 SE 17th Circle #66
Vancouver, WA 98664

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

I am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of cil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank,car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. QOil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, I ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

- A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Assaciates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattemn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

- The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce,gE %Lr?ﬂﬁadigraﬂ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Mary Knoth

PC1SUP1-250
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File humber PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Bess Bess <ducks1929@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 10:24 AM
Reply-To: ducks1929@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.0or.us

Bess Bess
2746se 141 ave
Portland, OR 97326

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concemned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

. The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelgié ﬁrﬁwigragaby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

+ The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

+ Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Bess Bess

PC1SUP1-252
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WASCO weplanning weplanning <wceplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Julianna Guy <juliannaguy@comcast.net> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 10:13 PM
Reply-To: juliannaguy@comcast.net ,
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Julianna Guy
4559 El Dorado Way Unit 226
Bellingham, WA 98226-1222

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

[ am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the foliowing reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of ail tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents invalving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

- The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National ScelgE &r%’lﬂﬁ:;jigraﬂg%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Julianna Guy

PC1SUP1-254
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Michael Litt <littm10@comcast.net> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 10:13 PM
Reply-To: littm10@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Michael Litt
13100 SE River Rd
Portland, OR 97222-8031

September 2, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day. '

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pagific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

» The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SceFQE &r@salijspdigraﬂ%%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altemnatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas. :

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Michael Litt

PC 1SUP 1 -256
hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/193/u/0/?ui=28ik=d889b423a8&view=pt&search=inbox&th= 156e951501839b0d&sim|=156e951501839b0d



9/6/2016 Wasco County Mail - RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Barbara Traver <drbt@pdx.edu> . Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 6:13 PM
Reply-To: drbt@pdx.edu
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Barbara Traver
3740 SE Washington St.
Portiand, OR 97214

September 1, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SC(T:QE Al\r%d_el_g_raﬂgdi by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area. :

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Yours truly,
Barbara Traver

PC1SUP1-258
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

33-0097 DOGAMI Operating Permit Application - Land Use Authorization

1 message

BUCHNER Cari * DGMI <Cari.BUCHNER@oregon.gov> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 3:17 PM
To: "weplanning@co.wasco.or.us" <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>
Cc: WOOD Kelly * DGMI <Kelly. WOOD@oregon.gov>

RE: Surface Mining Operating Permit Application — DOGAMI |D# 33-0097

DOGAMI has received an application for an Operating Permit in your jurisdiction. The first page of the application,
location maps, and proposed reclamation plan are attached.

To coordinate the permit action with the Local Jurisdiction, please answer the question(s) below regarding land-use
authorization and return to DOGAMI no later than October 1, 2016.

If you have any technical questions, please contact Kelly Wood at (541) 967-2066.

Notification of Land-Use Authorization to the Department of Geology & Mineral Industries

(pursuant to ORS 517.830)

Please choose option 1, 2 or 3:

This mining operation will:

1. Be allowed to operate as a valid nonconforming use or an outright allowable use (or) scale and scope
of proposed operating and reclamation plan falls within an existing conditional use approval or
acknowledged comprehensive plan. If no further action is required by the Local Jurisdiction, DOGAMI shall,
within 90 days after the date the application and required fee are received, issue the operating permit applied for;
or, retumn the application for correction if considered incomplete. If no local government permit or approval is
required, the applicant shall provide a written statement to that effect from the local government to DOGAMI.

In order for DOGAMI to verify that the proposed permitted area coincides with local jurisdiction approval, please
attach all applicable land use documents (including maps). PC 1 SUP 1 - 259
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2. Require a conditional-use permit. DOGAMI shall make a final decision on the operating permit and
reclamation plan no later than 165 days after the date a complete land use application is submitted to the local
jurisdiction. Please notify DOGAMI of the date a complete land use application is submitted. DOGAMI may not
approve an operating permit and reclamation plan if the land use application is denied.

3. Require a comprehensive plan amendment. DOGAMI shall make its final decision within 45 days of the
date that the local jurisdiction has taken final action on the plan amendment. Please notify DOGAMI of the date
of final action taken on the plan amendment. DOGAMI may not approve an operating permit and reclamation plan
if the plan amendment is denied.

ANSWER:

Cari Buchner

Office Manager

Oregon Department of Geology & Mineral Industries
Mineral Land Regulation and Reclamation Program
Cari.Buchner@oregon.gov

(541) 967-2081

4 attachments

#) 33-0097 Page 1 OP Application 08-17-16.pdf
498K

4) 330097 ODOT Location Map 08-17-16.pdf
733K

@ 33-0097 ODOT Aerial Permit Boundary Map 08-17-16.pdf
864K

s@ 33-0097 Operating and Reclamation Plan 08-17-16.pdf
1395K

PC 1SUP 1 -260
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Alys Kennedy <akhawke@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 9:09 AM
Reply-To; akhawke@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Alys Kennedy
2823 Birchwood Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98225

August 30, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govermnor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelgi&Airegling?rag%dlby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

+ The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use. )

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Alys Kennedy

PC1SUP1-262
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1 message

Roberta Cade <robertaannel@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 7:08 AM
Reply-To: robertaanne1@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Roberta Cade
PO Box 304
Salem, OR 97308

August 30, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

+ The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

» The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National chg'e ﬂrx@lbﬁjjig[aﬂ%%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Hamm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Roberta Cade

PC1SUP1-264
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1 message

Sulima Malzn <sulimama@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 7:08 AM
Reply-To: sulimama@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Sulima Malzn
12691 SW Prince Edward Ct
King City, OR 97225

August 30, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be haited.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of ail, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of ail tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

+ The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the ERA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

» The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National ScergE &rwig_raﬂggby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly.the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Sulima Malzn

PC1SUP1-266
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1 message

Rebecca Brownlie <Brownlies@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 6:18 AM
Reply-To: Brownlies@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Rebecca Brownlie
3236 Carrington Way
Bellingham, WA 98226

August 30, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of il tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fauit for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sc%]'é &r%qﬁ:,dig_raﬂgd/ by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Brownlie

PC1SUP1-268
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1 message

Lydia Deems <lydiadeems@cox.net> Mon, Aug 29, 2016 at 7:48 PM
Reply-To: lydiadeems@cox.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Lydia Deems
241 Lakeside Drive
White Salmon, WA 98672

August 29, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattemn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sceng &r@liﬁjjigfaﬁ%cbby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

+ The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altermatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Lydia Deems

PC1SUP1-270
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Joel Hildebrandt <senorjoel@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 29, 2016 at 5:57 PM
Reply-To: senorjoel@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Joel Hildebrandt
3044a Halcyon Ct.
Berkeley, CA 94705

August 29, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad's application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. 1 ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattemn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National ScergE &reg'll-iﬁ:dig[aﬂﬂby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

+ Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Joel Hildebrandt
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wceplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

George Keefe <georgewanc@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 10:42 AM
Reply-To: georgewanc@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

George Keefe
960 5th Avenue South #203
Edmonds, WA 98020

September 1, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce]gi(c: &r@liﬂ:)digraﬂ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
George Keefe

PC1SUP1-277
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wceplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Jeremiah Leipold <the_lazypainter@hotmail.com> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 10:22 AM
Reply-To: the_lazypainter@hotmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Jeremiah Leipold
39571 Dubarko Rd.
Sandy, OR 97055

September 1, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

* The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sc?gié .lireglﬂﬁadigrag$%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Leipold

PC1SUP1-279
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

SAra Simon_BEhrneS <sjSIMon9@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 8:52 AM
Reply-To: sjSIMon9@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

SAra Simon_BEhrneS
7331 NE SacRamento ST
Portland, OR 97213

September 1, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of ocil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

+ The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sceﬁiﬁqegﬂ?&igrai%doby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
SAra Simon_BEhrneS

PC1SUP1-281
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

2 messages

Gary McCuen <mccuen7691@comcast.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 10:11 PM
Reply-To: mccuen7691@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Gary McCuen
1825 Fairmount Ave S
Salem, OR 97302

September 1, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oif shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad's application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

» The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

+ The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelgi&!ir?lijslzgigraﬂﬁcbby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

+ The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

+ Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Annie McCuen

Gary McCuen <mccuen7691@comcast.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 10:21 PM
Reply-To: mccuen7691@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

[Quoted text hidden]
Gary McCuen
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Brett Baylor <baylorb@comcast.net> Thu, Sep 1, 2016 at 8:12 AM
Reply-To: baylorb@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Brett Baylor
808 SE Lambert St
Portland, OR 97202

September 1, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

After the fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 and the explanations that followed from UP, it is difficult to have confidence in
the company's commitment to public safety or the environment.

New track construction is clearly intended solely for oil train access to move highly combustible Bakken Field oil. This
fuel type is a great danger to us all, and puts every town, city and scenic area in our region at risk.

Please resist and deny his expansion request.

Sincerely,
Brett Baylor

PC1SUP1-284
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Patricia L. Arnold <pla472@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 8:31 PM
Reply-To: plad72@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Patricia L. Arnold
472 Sunnyside Road
Trout Lake, WA 98650

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, Oregon. The new
track and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. . | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

+ Increase in oil-by-rail: Approval of this project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the
Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two
of the criteria for conditional use review require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and
available services, nor significantly increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel.
In light of the Mosier incident, | ask you to deny the permit on these grounds. The cars that burned in the Mosier
incident were, | understand, of the newer, safer type. This is alarming.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act and would adversely affect scenic,
natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day. This needs to be clarified before a decision is made.

» The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to the
FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment,

+ The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

« The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
Jand would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which inﬁt&ief gleng tf_e)gggd
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Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Patricia L. Amold

PC 1SUP 1 - 286
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wcplanning weplanning <weplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Gina Fuller <Ginafuller3@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 7:31 PM
Reply-To: Ginafuller3@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Gina Fuller
Fuller
Stevenson, WA 98648

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be haited.

| am very concemed by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015, Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase humber, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the ctiteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattemn
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg'e &r@lﬁadfig_raﬂgdiby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural-resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Gina Fuller

PC1SUP1-288
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Casey Walker <caseywalk@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 7:11 PM
Reply-To: caseywalk@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Casey Walker
117 SE 70th Ave
Portland, OR 97215

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg'e ﬁr%digraﬂgq)by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Casey Walker

PC 1SUP1-290
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1 message

Joell Ellis <jody1622@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 5:21 PM
Reply-To: jody1622@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Joell Ellis
1622 SE 32 Ave
Portland, OR 97214

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SC?BE %r%digragsiby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the ctriteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altemnatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Joell Ellis

PC1SUP1-292
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1 message

Carol Randell <caroljrandell@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 5:01 PM
Reply-To: caroljrandell@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Carol Randell
8320 SW Maverick Terrace
Beaverton, OR 97008

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issunes could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be haited.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger focal communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

+ The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scer_r;E ﬁr%dig_raﬂggby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Carol Randell

PC1SUP1-294
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/193/u/0/?ui=28ik=d883b423a8&view=pt&search=inbox&th= 156e30ca7bb4c2c5&siml=156e30ca7bbdc2c5



9/1/2016 Wasco County Mail - RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

wceplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Michael Stevens <mvs@gorge.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 4:41 PM
Reply-To: mvs@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Michael Stevens
2203 dundas way
Modiet, OR 97040

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Assaciates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific. :

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scegje Argai gar b
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in viclation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Michael Stevens

PC1SUP1-296
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1 message

Nick Zeller <nck.zeller@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 4:21 PM
Reply-To: nck.zeller@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Nick Zeller
702 Wauna Lake Club Rd
Stevenson, WA 98648-6043

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of il-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sceigi& /ﬁr?liﬁ:pigraﬂﬁ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expan3|on These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in muitiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

I'was a TV News Photographer in Portland for 28 years and covered a dozen derailments in the gorge over my career.
Transporting oil by rail is insane, especially in unique areas like the Columbia Gorge.

Sincerely,
Nick Zeller

PC1SUP1-298
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1 message

Rod Weigel <Weigeljr@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 3:41 PM
Reply-To: Weigeljr@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Rod Weigel
3714 SE Aldercrest Rd
Mikwaukie, OR 97222

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

- A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelgi& ﬁr@lifpdigraﬂg%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

» Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Rod Weigel
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Thomas Hopkins <appgol@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 3:41 PM
Reply-To: appgol@gmail.com '
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Thomas Hopkins
19698 SE Cottonwood St.
Milwaukie, OR 97267

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of cil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

- The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sc%f&; ﬁresad%dfgra\,%i by
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emissions from both mabile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scénic Area.

Sincerely,
Thomas Hopkins
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wceplanning weplanning <weplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

2 messages

Mimi Maduro <mimi@metaskills.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 3:11 PM
Reply-To: mimi@metaskills.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Mimi Maduro
2203 Dundas Way
Mosier, OR 97040

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

I live in Mosier on Seven Mile Hill in Wasco County. | was home the day of the oil train derailment on June 3rd. It was
close to 100 degrees and no wind that day. The lack of wind was a gift that saved our town. Another incident on aging
tracks with wind would be heartbreaking disaster.

My husband and | live in the Columbia Gorge Scenic area. We are proud and happy to have buiit our home following the
guidelines and rules for the Scenic Area. Let's have Union Pacific do the same in the spirit of the Columbia Gorge
Scenic Area Act.

I've read Wasco County's response to Union Pacific's request for additional lines. As a citizen of this county, I'm
requesting that the Wasco County Commission deny the application. There are pages and pages in your
recommendations that Union Pacific will have to comply with....where will the money and staff come to enforce these
recommendations. Some | wonder if they are realistic. | was born and raised in coal country. My grandfather died of
black lung. Cover the coal cars? Glad that this was mentioned in the conditions...will it happen...it costs alot to do that
and the profit margin is slim...Who is going to enforce?

Take the high road, look to the future of our children and grandchildren. Deny this application.
Coal and oil are nearing their end of consumption. Fossil fuels will continue to decline. Let's invest of time and
resources to a healthy, viable future for the Gorge environment and citizens.

Here's some other reasons to deny this application:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT'’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to foliow safety and rail inspectionﬁegl{rgilﬁgti ;_A%ct?éding to
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the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

* The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

* The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alteratives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Mimi Maduro

Mimi Maduro <mimi@metaskills.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 3:11 PM
Reply-To: mimi@metaskills.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

[Quoted text hidden]
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wceplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Benno Lyon <bennolyon@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:50 PM
Reply-To: bennolyon@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Benno Lyon
36452 SE Gordon Creek Road
Corbett, OR 97019

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

As a resident in the hills above the scenic Columbia River Gorge, and as a citizen interested in increasing our move
towards clean energy, | am absolutely agains the rail expansion in Mosier proposed by Union Pacific.

The fiery and dangerous explosion in that same section of track on June 3, 2016, underscores the reasons why
increasing oil shipments through the world famous and incredibly beautiful Columbia Gorge is bad policy.

Please deny this application to expand the rails!

Sincerely,
Benno Lyon
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Jennifer Coughlin <jennifer@peatandprose.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:40 PM
Reply-To: jennifer@peatandprose.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Jennifer Coughlin
7395 Dell Road
Mosier, OR 97040

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive ail trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

+ The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scer_r,\E ﬁr%dig_regﬁ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

+ The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Coughlin
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Faye Bennett <mfayebennett@comcast.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:40 PM
Reply-To: mfayebennett@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Faye Bennett
3965 SE Oak St
Portland, OR 97214-2027

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce?g'é &rwig_rags%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Faye Bennett

PC1SUP1-309
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

christine sahn <christinesahn@comcast.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:40 PM
Reply-To: christinesahn@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

christine sahn
107 burnham road
lake oswego, OR 97034

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of ail, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SC%}E ﬁr%eu'?_,dfg_ragi% by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

« Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
christine sahn

PC1SUP1-311
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Loreley Drach <loreley@gorge.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:30 PM
Reply-To: loreley@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Loreley Drach
P.O. Box 67
Underwood, WA 98651

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

As a Gorge Resident | have to drive next to or over the tracks nearly every day. | hear the trains at night, even though |
am about two miles away. To increase rail traffic, particularly for the use of transporting massively increasing quantities
of explosive product, though our towns, communities, and though such an environmentally sensitive area of the world,
sounds a bit, well, ridiculous, to me. | hope you will have the strength and foresight to stand up and say NO! for those
of us who see beyond the immediate cash cow of transporting and exporting this dangerous commaodity. The rail
method of transport has been demonstrated, over and over again to be deadly. Please say NO to this proposal that will
enrichen a few and threaten many.

Thank you for considering the needs of the citizens, community, county, and states.

Sincerely,
Loreley Drach

PC1SUP1-312
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wceplanning weplanning <weplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Beth Hartwell <bdh@gorge.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:20 PM
Reply-To: bdh@gorge.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Beth Hartwell
PO Box 1536
Hood River, OR 97031

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.| was in Mosier on June 3 at 1:00pm, and | am even more resolved since that
incident that has been life changing, and by mercy alone, wasnt injury or death.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

+ The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

PC1SUP1-313
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* The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded by
emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

« The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

« The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

+The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

We cannot increase oil train traffic, but must reduce that. Thank you for the consideration.

Sincerely,
Beth Hartwell

PC1SUP1-314
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Sara Grigsby <sara@healthysystems.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:20 PM
Reply-To: sara@healthysystems.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Sara Grigsby
PO Box 146
Corbett, OR 97019-0146

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

" | am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken ail, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

» The project would harm the community of Mosier. The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The proiect would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenjc Areg is degr b
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

« The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use. :

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altermnatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Sara Grigsby
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Don Jacobson <donjphoto@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:20 PM
Reply-To: donjphoto@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Don Jacobson
2545 SW Terwilliger Blvd Apt 314
Portland, OR 97201-6304

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of ail-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they hait oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
ail tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving ail spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pagific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sc?g'& %r%digragid] by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas. :

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Don Jacobson

PC1SUP1-318
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1 message

Kim Kovalik <kim.kovalik@charter.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 2:10 PM
Reply-To: kim.kovalik@charter.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Kim Kovalik
3112 W Yakima Ave
Yakima, WA 98902-2763

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in hnumber, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, of risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

+ The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg'ﬁ ﬁrg@nﬂﬁjjigfagi%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

« Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pagific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Kim Kovalik

PC 1SUP1-320
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1 message

Teresa McFarland <terefarlan@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 1:48 PM
Reply-To: terefarlan@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Teresa McFarland
10740 SW 11th Drive
Portland, OR 97219

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concemed by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

+ The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SceﬁE &r?liﬁadigragiiby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use,

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altemnatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Teresa McFarland

PC1SUP1-322
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1 message

Susan Miller <corgi19@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 1:48 PM
Reply-To: corgi19@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Susan Miller
PO Box 465
Mosier, OR 97040-0465

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad's application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of cil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

- A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

» The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scelg'ﬁ %Lr%llﬁadigragﬁ%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use,

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altermatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

« Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited-in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

/

Sincerely,
Susan Miller

PC1SUP1-324
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1 message

Judith Angell <jangell@earthlink.net> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 1:48 PM
Reply-To: jangeli@earthlink.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Judith Angell
Ponderosa Rd
Rescue, CA 95672

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

- The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

+ The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SC%E /%Lr%dig_ragﬁ%by

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/b/193/u/0/?ui=28ik=d889b423a88view=pt&search=inbox&th= 156e25bf1978c66d8siml= 156e25bf1978c66d 12




9/1/2016 Wasco County Mail - RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alteratives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

» Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

« Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

« Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
J Angell

PC1SUP1-326
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1 message

- SHARON WHITE <SLWHITE@regence.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 1:38 PM
Reply-To: SLWHITE@regence.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

SHARON WHITE
6643 SE 91ST
PORTLAND, OR 97266

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates ail trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sceigié %r?l-iﬁ:)d(igragid]by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

* Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
SHARON WHITE

PC1SUP1-328
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message .

Cory Johnston <coryjohnston@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 31, 2016 at 8:55 AM
Reply-To: coryjohnston@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Cory Johnston
545 Highline Rd
Hood River, OR 97031

August 31, 20186

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the govemment of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of ail, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of cil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the ctiteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, 1 ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce,gi& /Lireglifpdigragicbby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

+ Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Cory Johnston

PC 1SUP1-330
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weplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Diana Richardson <licketysplit777@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 10:23 PM
Reply-To: licketysplit777@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Diana Richardson
1905 SW Sunset Blvd
Portland, OR 97239-2059

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of cil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running ail trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemnor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concemed by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National SCﬁgi& Aireéllffpdﬁ_grag%dlby
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

«The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in muiltiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Diana Richardson

PC1SUP1-332
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wceplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR~15-01-0004

1 message

Caroline Bridges <cncbridges@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 9:33 PM
Reply-To: cncbridges@comcast.net
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Caroline Bridges
2828 Shelltanne way
Salem, OR 97305

August 31, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Governor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific's statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of .
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattern
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

« The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sc ic Area is degra by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use,

* The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are altematives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area. _ *

+ Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

+ Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains tr@veling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

* Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

© Sincerely,
Caroline Bridges

PC1SUP1-334
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/193/u/0/?ui=28ik=d889b423a88view=pt&sear ch=inbox&th= 156dedi959d673fcasim|=156dedf959d673fc



9/1/2016 Wasco Gounty Mail - Sept. 6th meeting @ Disc. Ctr. & M

‘ i
IASE wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>
2N

U N T

0
=\,

Sept. 6th meeting @ Disc. Ctr. & M

1 message

Jan Leininger <janl@mosierwifi.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 7:30 PM
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Dear Angie, staff & Commission Members:

As I'm uncertain as to whether | can attend the 3:00 meeting on the 6th regarding UP application for double tracking
through Mosier, | wish to convey my strong opposition to such a proposal via email.

We have seen what can happen, UP's responses, the uncertainty with future derailments, why increase the risks for
subsequent derailments/fires? Loss of lives can never be compensated.

Thank you.

PC1SUP1-335
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wcplanning weplanning <wcplanning@co.wasco.or.us>

No more oil trains through the Columbia Gorge
1 message

Caleb Laieski <caleb_m_laieski@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 2:37 PM
To: angieb@co.wasco.or.us
Cc: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us, dustinn@co.wasco.or.us, dawnb@co.wasco.or.us, wills@co.wasco.or.us

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and volatile oil trains through the Gorge.

| ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

Crude oil-by-rail threats:

. The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken ail, by rail through the Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the puncture threshold
of ail tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s oil tank car safety
rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Oil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this project would
increase the number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increasing the risks
of catastrophic derailments involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review require
a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly increase fire
hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask you to deny
the permit on these grounds.

J The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the
oil train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements.
According to the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry
average of accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates
the pattern of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

Impacts to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area:

. The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through
some of the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains
passing through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely
affect scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

. The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded
by emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would
adversely affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

. Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

. The proposed 6-acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances
and would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

. Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia
River. Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is
prohibited in the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

. Threats to sensitive plant and animal species: The project is located in habitat for many protected species of
plants and animals. More trains traveling at higher speeds would result in more collisions with wildlife attempting to cross
the tracks.

. Bridges: New bridge construction would provide a potential location of new point source pollution if any uncovered
commodities are transported on the new track. Higher speeds will increase likelihood of wind-blown pollution into
waterways in violation of the Clean Water Act.

. Coal transported in open coal cars would result in coal blowing onto scenic area lands and into the Columbia River.
As evident on the Burlington Northemn track on the north side of the Columbia, every coal train poliutes the Columbia
River Gorge with coal dust. This unpermitted discharge of a pollutant is a violation of the federal Clean Water Act.

Impacts of more trains:
. A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Unionlg’écqic’scusﬁatfm%;%%of
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how much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union
Pacific had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase
train traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

. The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier
Urban Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

. The proposal would obstruct traffic in The Dalles. More trains mean more time the crossing gates are down. This
inconveniences drivers, hampers first responders, and violates the conditional use review criteria.

More review needed:

. The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community
and surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion.

. Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose
State Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely
affect recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any
sale of land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to
expand Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our
park land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is
either not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

. UPRR excluded details on development within the Mosier Urban Area from the NSA application. That information
must be considered as part of NSA cumulative impacts analysis.

. The County ordinance requires field surveys by professional wildlife biologist hired by the applicant and a
professional botanist hired by the applicant.

. Project necessity: The project should be evaluated to see if it is necessary to provide a public service. If it is
indeed necessary, alternatives should be evaluated that have less adverse impacts to resources within the Columbia
River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National Scenic Area.

Finally, the project area has a very high probability of containing Native American cultural resource sites that could be
adversely affected in violation of County ordinance. These resources must be protected and proper consultation done.

Thank you this opportunity to comment and | look forward to your reply on this matter.
My best,

Caleb Laieski
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RE: Union Pacific Rail Double-track Application, File number PLASAR-15-01-0004

1 message

Helen Glidden <hmg4600@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 12:30 PM
Reply-To: hmg4600@gmail.com
To: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us

Helen Glidden
419 Briar Rd
Bellingham, WA 98225

August 30, 2016

Dear Wasco County Planning Commission,

The oil train derailment and fire in Mosier on June 3, 2016 affirmed our worst fears about the transport of oil-by-rail
through the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and our neighborhoods. The fact that Union Pacific so quickly
started running oil trains through the Gorge after this disaster, despite requests from the government of Mosier as well
as Govemor Brown and our Congressional representation that they halt oil shipments until the safety issues could be
addressed, demonstrates that Union Pacific cares nothing for the safety of our communities and environment. Union
Pacific is not to be trusted, and any effort to expand or continue oil shipments through the Gorge should be halted.

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and explosive oil trains through the Gorge. | ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

« Increase in oil-by-rail: The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the
puncture threshold of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT's
oil tank car safety rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this
project would increase number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increase
the risks of catastrophic accidents involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review
require a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly
increase fire hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask
you to deny the permit on these grounds.

« The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through some of
the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains passing
through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely affect
scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

« A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Pacific’s statements of how
much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union Pacific
had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase train
traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

« The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the oil
train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements. According to
the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry average of
accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates the pattem
of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

« The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier Urban
Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

» The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Sce]gi&ﬁregliﬁ:gigrag%by
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emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would adversely
affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

* The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community and
surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion. These are new
tracks and thus a new use.

+ The project is not necessary to provide a public service. Union Pacific currently provides adequate rail service through
the Columbia River Gorge. Even if the project is necessary, there are alternatives that have less adverse impacts to
resources within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National
Scenic Area.

* Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

*The proposed 6 acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances and
would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

* Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose State
Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely affect
recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any sale of
land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to expand
Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our park
land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is either
not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

« Threats to protected cultural resources: The project area has a very high probability of containing Native American
cultural resource sites that could be adversely affected in violation of County ordinance.

+ Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia River.
Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is prohibited in
the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

Sincerely,
Helen Glidden

PC1SUP1-339
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No more oil trains through the Columbia Gorge
1 message

Caleb Laieski <caleb_m_laieski@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 30, 2016 at 2:37 PM
To: angieb@co.wasco.or.us
Cc: weplanning@co.wasco.or.us, dustinn@co.wasco.or.us, dawnb@co.wasco.or.us, wills@co.wasco.or.us

| am very concerned by Union Pacific Railroad’s application to construct a new rail track near Mosier, OR. The new track
and resulting increase in number, length and speed of trains pose significant risks to the National Scenic Area, the
Columbia River, public health, and the environment. This is particularly true in light of the proposals to build new coal
and crude oil terminals throughout the Northwest which would result in a significant increase in traffic of coal trains, and
dangerous and volatile oil trains through the Gorge.

| ask you to deny this application for the following reasons:

Crude oil-by-rail threats:

. The project would facilitate the transport of oil, including explosive Bakken oil, by rail through the Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area. Union Pacific routinely operates oil trains at speeds far in excess of the puncture threshold
of oil tank cars, including DOT 111s, CPC 1232s and even the new rail cars required by the USDOT’s oil tank car safety
rule and the FAST Act passed by Congress in 2015. Qil trains are inherently unsafe: Approval of this project would
increase the number, length, and speed of trains passing through the Columbia River Gorge, thereby increasing the risks
of catastrophic derailments involving oil spills, explosions and fires. Two of the criteria for conditional use review require
a determination that the proposed use will not burden fire facilities and available services, nor significantly increase fire
hazards, fire suppression costs, or risks to fire suppression personnel. In light of the Mosier incident, | ask you to deny
the permit on these grounds.

. The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) released a report in June finding that Union Pacific was at fault for the
oil train derailment and fire in Mosier, OR because they failed to follow safety and rail inspection requirements.
According to the FRA, Union Pacific perennially has poor accident statistics when compared with its peers. The industry
average of accidents caused by tracks, signals, or equipment is 44% and it is 56% for Union Pacific. This demonstrates
the pattern of inadequate maintenance done by Union Pacific.

Impacts to the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area:

. The project is inconsistent with the purposes of the National Scenic Area Act: The project would pass through
some of the most highly protected lands in the National Scenic Area. The project could increase the number of trains
passing through the Gorge, the length of trains passing through the Gorge and the speed of trains. This would adversely
affect scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources and endanger local communities.

. The project would harm air quality: Air quality within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area is degraded
by emissions from both mobile and stationary sources. Diesel emissions from an increase in train traffic would
adversely affect air quality and visibility. This violates at least one of the criteria for conditional use review.

. Adverse impacts to scenic resources: The construction of double-tracking and related development would cause
adverse impacts to scenic resources in violation of County ordinance, particularly the protected views from designated
key viewing areas.

. The proposed 6-acre rock crushing area adjacent to Memaloose State Park is not allowed under County ordinances
and would have extreme scenic and recreation impacts.

. Harm to wetlands: The project would require large amounts of fill in multiple wetlands adjacent to the Columbia
River. Filling these wetlands adversely affect wetland habitat and is not in the public’s interest. Filling wetlands is
prohibited in the Special Management Areas of the National Scenic Area.

. Threats to sensitive plant and animal species: The project is located in habitat for many protected species of
plants and animals. More trains traveling at higher speeds would result in more collisions with wildlife attempting to cross
the tracks.

. Bridges: New bridge construction would provide a potential location of new point source pollution if any uncovered
commodities are transported on the new track. Higher speeds will increase likelihood of wind-blown poliution into
waterways in violation of the Clean Water Act.

. Coal transported in open coal cars would result in coal blowing onto scenic area lands and into the Columbia River.
As evident on the Burlington Northern track on the north side of the Columbia, every coal train poliutes the Columbia
River Gorge with coal dust. This unpermitted discharge of a pollutant is a violation of the federal Clean Water Act.

Impacts of more trains:
. A recent report from Whiteside & Associates and Fauth & Associates found that Union Bﬁ:iﬁc’§6i§time§tfoof
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how much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union
Pacific had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase
train traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

. The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier
Urban Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

. The proposal would obstruct traffic in The Dalles. More trains mean more time the crossing gates are down. This
inconveniences drivers, hampers first responders, and violates the conditional use review criteria.

More review needed:

. The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community
and surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion.
. Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose

State Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely
affect recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any
sale of land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to
expand Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our
park land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is
either not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

. UPRR excluded details on development within the Mosier Urban Area from the NSA application. That information
must be considered as part of NSA cumulative impacts analysis.

. The County ordinance requires field surveys by professional wildlife biologist hired by the applicant and a
professional botanist hired by the applicant.

. Project necessity: The project should be evaluated to see if it is necessary to provide a public service. If it is
indeed necessary, alternatives should be evaluated that have less adverse impacts to resources within the Columbia
River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National Scenic Area.

Finally, the project area has a very high probability of containing Native American cultural resource sites that could be
adversely affected in violation of County ordinance. These resources must be protected and proper consultation done.

Thank you this opportunity to comment and | look forward to your reply on this matter,
My best,

Caleb Laieski

PC1SUP1-341
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how much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union
Pacific had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase
train traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

. The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier
Urban Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

. The proposal would obstruct traffic in The Dalles. More trains mean more time the crossing gates are down. This
inconveniences drivers, hampers first responders, and violates the conditional use review criteria.

More review needed:

. The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community
and surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion.

. Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose
State Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely
affect recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any
sale of land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to
expand Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our
park land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is
either not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

. UPRR excluded details on development within the Mosier Urban Area from the NSA application. That information
must be considered as part of NSA cumulative impacts analysis.

. The County ordinance requires field surveys by professional wildlife biologist hired by the applicant and a
professional botanist hired by the applicant.

. Project necessity: The project should be evaluated to see if it is necessary to provide a public service. If it is
indeed necessary, alternatives should be evaluated that have less adverse impacts to resources within the Columbia
River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National Scenic Area.

Finally, the project area has a very high probability of containing Native American cultural resource sites that could be
adversely affected in violation of County ordinance. These resources must be protected and proper consultation done.

Thank you this opportunity to comment and 1 look forward to your reply on this matter.
My best,

Caleb Laieski
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how much this rail expansion would increase train traffic through the Gorge were significantly underestimated. Union
Pacific had claimed the expansion could increase traffic by 5 to 7 trains per day, while the report finds it could increase
train traffic by 10 times this amount, to up to 75 to 100 trains per day.

. The project would harm the community of Mosier: The project would create a double-track through the Mosier
Urban Area, negatively impacting the local community and environment.

. The proposal would obstruct traffic in The Dalles. More trains mean more time the crossing gates are down. This
inconveniences drivers, hampers first responders, and violates the conditional use review criteria.

More review needed:

. The project should be reviewed as new development: Considering the size and potential impacts on the community
and surrounding environment, this project should be considered a new facility rather than an expansion.

. Harm to parks and recreation resources: The project would construct an additional rail line through Memaloose
State Park, which would lead to trains traveling at higher speeds through the recreation area. This would adversely
affect recreation resources and endanger public safety. Oregon Parks and Recreation Department must ensure that any
sale of land would not conflict with the National Scenic Area Recreation Development Plan, which includes plans to
expand Memaloose Campground and improve access to the Columbia River. Oregon Parks should deny the sale of our
park land for rail expansion: OPRD may not sell any land to Union Pacific without first adopting findings that the land is
either not needed for public use or that the sale would further the public interest.

. UPRR excluded details on development within the Mosier Urban Area from the NSA application. That information
must be considered as part of NSA cumulative impacts analysis.

. The County ordinance requires field surveys by professional wildlife biologist hired by the applicant and a
professional botanist hired by the applicant.

. Project necessity: The project should be evaluated to see if it is necessary to provide a public service. If it is
indeed necessary, alternatives should be evaluated that have less adverse impacts to resources within the Columbia
River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as siting the project outside of the National Scenic Area.

Finally, the project area has a very high probability of containing Native American cultural resource sites that could be
adversely affected in violation of County ordinance. These resources must be protected and proper consultation done.

Thank you this opportunity to comment and | look forward to your reply on this matter.
My best,

Caleb Laieski
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