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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION 
Prepared for Board of County Commissioners Hearing 

 
FILE NUMBERS:    PLAAPL-16-10-0001, PLAAPL-16-10-0002, and PLAAPL-16-10-0003 of PLASAR-15-01-0004 
BOARD HEARING DATE:  November 2, 2016                         
NOTICE OF HEARING PUBLISHED:  October 23, 2016  
 
 
REQUESTS:  Expand an existing railroad siding on either side of Mosier, Oregon to create a new second mainline 

track and realign existing track; replace five equipment shelters; install drainage structures 
including ditches and culverts, a retaining wall, new lighting and signage, and wireless 
communication poles; modify existing utilities, temporary landing zones for construction; construct 
temporary and permanent access roads; and off-site wetland mitigation. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION DECISION:  Approved with modified conditions (vote was 5:2)  
 

 
APPLICANT:  Union Pacific Railroad   APPLICANT’S CONSULTANT: CH2M 
   
LAND OWNERS:   Union Pacific Railroad 
  Oregon Department of Transportation 
  Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
  Skylar and Kathleen Schacht 
PROJECT 
LOCATION:  The project area begins at rail MP 66.98, east of the Wasco County line, approximately two miles 

west of the City of Mosier, and ends at rail MP 72.35, approximately three miles east of Mosier, 
within Memaloose State Park. The project area roughly parallels the Columbia River  and Interstate 
84. More specifically, the project crosses Township 3 North, Range 12 East, Sections 31 and 32; 
Township 3 North, Range 11 East, Section 36; and Township 2 North, Range 11 East, Sections 1, 2, 
and 3. The replacement of a signal building and two signal lights are also proposed at MP 74.73, 
approximately 2.4 miles east of the contiguous project area and off-site wetland mitigation is 
proposed on Wasco County Parcel 2N 13E Section 8 Lot 200 (Account # 1274). The project will be 
predominantly located on lands owned by Union Pacific Railroad. Portions of the project are also 
proposed to occur on lands owned by Oregon Department of Transportation and Oregon State 
Parks and Recreation. Offsite wetland mitigation will occur on lands owned   by Skylar and Kathleen 
Schacht.  

 
ZONING: General Management Area Large-Scale and Small-Scale Agriculture (A-1 (40) and A-2 (80)),                            

Open Space, and Water; and Special Management Area Public Recreation, Agriculture, and Open 
Space. 

   

    ATTACHMENTS:   
A. Summary of Information  
B. Board of County Commissioners Options & Staff Recommendations 
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C. Planning Commission Final Decision and Report 
D. Appeal Application PLAAPL-16-10-0001 Friends of the Gorge, Columbia Riverkeeper, Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 
E. Staff Response to PLAAPL-16-10-0001 
F. Appeal Application PLAAPL-16-10-0002 Union Pacific Railroad 
G. Staff Response to PLAAPL-16-10-0002 
H. Appeal Application PLAAPL-16-10-0003 Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
I. Staff Response to PLAAPL-16-10-0003 
J. Treaty Rights Comment Letters from The Umatilla Tribe and Yakama Nation 
 



 
 

 

Attachment A – SUMMARY OF INFORMATION  
 
The Planning Commission’s Final Decision and Report is enclosed as Attachment C and was available at 
the Wasco County Planning Department for review more than one week prior to the November 2, 2016 
Board of County Commissioner’s hearing.  This summary does not supersede or alter any of the findings 
or conclusions in the decision or staff report. 
 
An application was made by Union Pacific Railroad to expand an existing railroad siding on either side of 
Mosier, Oregon to create a new second mainline track and realign existing track; replace five equipment 
shelters; install drainage structures including ditches and culverts, a retaining wall, new lighting and 
signage, and wireless communication poles; modify existing utilities, temporary landing zones for 
construction; construct temporary and permanent access roads; and off-site wetland mitigation. 
 
The Wasco County Planning Commission heard the proposal and on September 26, 2016, voted 5 to 2 to 
approve the request with modified conditions of approval.  
 
Three timely appeals to the Planning Commission’s Final Decision were received: 
 

• Attachment D: Appeal PLAAPL-16-10-0001 was filed by the Friends of the Gorge, Columbia 
Riverkeeper, and Physicians for Social Responsibility. This appeal includes 29 grounds of appeal. 

 
• Attachment F: Appeal PLAAPL-16-10-0002 was filed by Union Pacific Railroad. This appeal 

includes two grounds of appeal, with several points for each ground.  
 

• Attachment H: Appeal PLAAPL-16-10-0003 was filed by the Confederated Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakama Nation. This appeal includes two grounds of appeal.  

 
Staff’s response to all these appeals are included in Attachments E, G, and I. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Attachment B – OPTIONS AND STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION OPTIONS 
 
A. Affirm the Wasco County Planning Commission’s decision to approve the proposed development as 

modified on September 26, 2016; or 
 
B. Affirm the Wasco County Planning Commission’s decision to approve the proposed development 

with modified conditions and/or findings; or 
 

C. Reverse the Wasco County Planning Commission’s decision and deny the proposed development; or  
 

D. Remand the Wasco County Planning Commission decision back to staff for additional analysis and a 
future hearing date.  

 
E. Continue the hearing to a date and time certain to allow the submittal of additional information. 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION   
 
If, based on evidence provided at the hearing, the Board is able to find that the proposed development 
would not adversely affect Treaty Rights protected by Chapter 14 – Scenic Area Review, then Staff 
recommends Option B:  affirm the Planning Commission’s decision to approve the requests with 
modified conditions, including the addition of the conditions removed by the Planning Commission. If 
the Board is not able to find that the proposed development would not adversely affect Treaty Rights, 
then staff recommends Option C: reverse the Planning Commission’s decision and deny the proposed 
development.  
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